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Grand Impoftor dete&ted ; 
OR, 
Milton convicted of Forgery. 


sO A VING fome time ago publifhed 

§8 an. Effay on Milton's Ufe and Imita- 

4S tion of the Moderns, which I took 
EFI the Liberty to addrefs to the two 
learned Univerfities of Oxford and Cambridge 
I was encouraged by fome Perfons of the moft 
Uluftrious oI te of the prefent Age, to 
exhibit to the Publick a new Edition of fome 
of the principal Authors, whom the Englifh 
Poet had undoubtedly confulted in compofing 
Paradife Loft. 

To this Propofal I made anfwer, that I was 
ready to gratify their Defire, by undertaking 
that Employment; but that I was afraid I fhould. 
be able to produce no claim to Favour, which 
the Publick would much regard, unlefs I were 
permitted, to addrefs the new Edition of thofe 
Authors, propos’d to be publifhed, to their 
illuftrious and important Names, who advifed 
the Revival of them. In this Requeft many 
Perfons of Diftin¢étion and Eminence both for 
Quality and Literature indulged me. 

But fome of thofe Honourable Patrons ex- 
prefly kapylateds that in the further profecu- 
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tion of that Undertaking, I fhould forbear for 
the future to purfue M/ton’s Steps with Aeri- 
mony, nor odioufly infift on his Imitation -of 
thofe Authors, but content myfelf with exhibit- 
ing them to'the learned World, meerly on ac- 
count of the Abilities of the different Writers, 
and the intrinfick Dignity and Excellence of their 
Subjects. With thefe Conditions I chearfully 
comply’d, and promifed punctually not to violate 
them. 

Being honour’d with fuch illuftrious Patrons, 
{ immediately publifhed Propofals, for printing, 
in four Volumes in Odtavo, feveral Modern 
Poets on facred Subjects in Latin Verfe, as 
much with a view to reftore the Dignity of 
facred Poetry, as that Readers of Penetration 
might then have the ampleft Opportunity of dif- 
covering the Engli/b Poet’s Refources, by per- 
ufing. thofe excellent Originals without any illu- 
{trations of mine. 

Being thus encouraged, I was in a fair way 
to procure a competent Subfcription for de- 
fraying the Expence of publifhing thofe Volumes, 
the Revival of which might have afforded no 
{mall Satisfaction to Readers of Tafte and In- 
genuity, as the greater Part of thofe Writers 
have exprefly treated of Milton’s Subjeé, long 
before he enter’d upon it, all of them being 
fcarce, and fome hardly known -by Name in 
Britain. 

When this, I fay, was the Cafe, all at once 
my Hopes, were dafh’d to pieces, and my Pro- 
ject. of publithing thofe Authors entirely de- 
feated by the Reverend Mr. Douglas, who, con- 
{cious of the Unpopularity of my Subje&, un- 
tairly and ungeneroufly took occafion from an 
Overcharge of Twenty or Thirty Lines%in my 
E flay on Malton, to difcredit the Reputation of 
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the Whole; tho’ I ftill maintain with no more. 


Juftice,. than if, by paying Twenty Pieces, he 
fhould falfely or vainly imagine he had con- 
{cientioufly difcharged a Debt of a -Thoufand. 
Abfurd Imagination! 

In this Dilemma, when I might eafily have 
blunted the popular Fury, by alledging the 
few interpolated Verfes had been tranfmitted to 
me from my Correfpondents abroad, from whom 
I had received the Sarcotis of Mafenius, and the 
Adamus Exful of Grotius in Manufcript ; I gene- 
roufly fcorned a Defence not founded on ‘ruth; 
and -reckon’d it fuperlatively abfurd to explate 


or juftify one Error by the Commiffion of ano- 


ther. 

When I revolved in my Mind, what kind of 
Defence it would be moft proper for a Perfon in. 
my Circumftances to make againft the Stream 
of popular Fury, which broke in upon. me 
like a Torrent, and fapp’d the Foundation of 
my Veracity and Credit, I own I found mydelf 
infinitely embarrafs’d. 

Unable to determine any Thing pofitively in 
my own Mind, then agitated with thofe uneafy 
Senfations, which every good Man mutt feel, 
when his Name is cover’d with Diferace, and 
his Reputation blafted and torn to pieces, I had 
Recourle ta the Advice of my Friends; being at 
that time unwilling to violate the Stipulation I 
had enter’d into with feveral illuftrious Perfons, 
hot to purfue Milton any further with Acri- 
mony, when they honoured me with their Per- 
miffion to addrefs to their Names the new Edi- 
tion of thofe-Authors, they encouraged me to 
revive. 

An ingenious Gentleman (for whofe amazing 
Abilities I had conceived the higheft Venera- 
tion, and in whofe Candor and Friendfhip I 
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rxepos’d the moft implicite and unlimited. Con~ 
fidence) advis’d me to make an unreferved 
Difclofure of all the Lines I had interpolated 
againft Milton, with this View, chiefly, that no 
future Criticks might ever have an Opportunity 
of valuing themfelves upon {mall Difcoveries of 
a few Lines, which would ferve to revive my 
Error, and keep the Controverfy eternally alive. 

With this Expedient, I then chearfully com- 
ply’d, when that Gentleman wrote for me the 
Letter that was publifhed in my Name to Mr. 
Douglas, in which he committed one Error that 
proved fatal to me, and at the fame time in- 
jurious to the Publick. For, in place of ac- 
knowledging that fuch and fuch particular Paf- 
fages only were interpolated, he gave up the 
whole Effay againft Milton as Delufion and Mif- 
reprefentation, and thereby impofed more griev- 
oufly on the Publick than I had done, and that 
too in Terms, much more fubmiffive and abject 
than the Nature of the Offence required. 

Tho’ this Letter, in many Refpects, contain’d 
not my Sentiments, as plainly appears from the 
contradictory Poftfcript fubjoined to it; yet 
fuch was my Infatuation at thattime, and im- 

licite Confidence in my Friend, that I fuf- 
acd it to be printed in my Name, tho’ I was 
previoufly informed by one of the greateft Men 
of the Age of its hurtful Tendency, which 
{ have fince fully experienced to my Coft. 

That the Gentleman meant to ferve me, and 
was really of Opinion, that the Method he 
propofed ‘might probably prove effectual for 
refcuing me from the Odium of the Publick, 
and in fome Meafure reftoring my Character 
to the Honour it had loft, I was then difpofed to 
believe. His repeated Acts of Friendfhip to me 
en former Occafions, in conjunction with a 
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Reputation univerfally eftablithed for Candos 
and Integrity, left me tittle Room to doubt it: 
Tho’ itis certainly a moft prepofterous Method 
for a Criminal, in order to obtain Pardon for one. 
Act of Felony, to confefs himfelf guilty of a 
Thoufand. However, I cannot but condemn 
mytelf, for placing fo implicit a Confidence in 
the Judgment of any Man, how great or good 
fo ever, as to fuffer his Mittakes to be given to 
the Publick, as my Opinion, | 

It will be naturally demanded of me, fince 
YT condemn my Friend’s Apology, or to fpeak 
more properly, his enormous Ageravation of 
my Offence; what better a one could I have 
made for myfelf, and what prevented me from 
doing it. 

To thefe very important and material Quef- 
tions I fhall now reply. Firft, as to my Offence 
Tam humbly of Opinion, it would have dif. 
covered more Spirit and Candor to have re- 
criminated againit Milton, by which the true 
Motive of the Interpolations would have been 
difclofed, and then to have replaced the few In- 
terpolations with paflages equivalent that were 
genuine. This I could eafily have done; and 
befides 'I- could have demonftrated, that tho’ 
thefe Interpolations had not been made, there 
yet remain’d a Plenitude of genuine Paflages 
unimpeach’d, ‘to evince the Truth of the Pro- 
pofition for which I contended, namely, Mlton’s 
Ufe and Imitation of the Moderns. 

_dt will appear upon the moft inconteftable 
Evidence, that the part which Aé@/ton aéted to- 
wards King Charles the Firft, carriéd more Tur- 
pitude in it, and was attended with worfe Con- 
fequences, than that part which I acted againft 
Milton. 

In order to blaft the Reputation of Icon Wie 
ike 
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like, Milton, with the moft unparallel’d Effrons 
tery, commanded a Prayer taken out of Sir. 
Philip Sidney's Arcadia to. be interted in his Maz 
jefty’s Book, and then charged the King with 
open Plagiary: This was fuch an Act of difins 
genuous Meannefs, as all Men of Honour and 
Humanity muft hold in Deteftation, and the 
Luftre of. Mil/ton’s Fame ought not.to cover fuch, 
a.moral Blemifh,.or to make that Crime feenr 
little, which is in itfelf ageravated with many 
Complications of Guilt. | 

To thew this Crime in its genuine Deformity; 
I thought no Way could be more effectual than 
ferving Milton as he .had done the King; wz. 
Uluftrating one Crime by the Commiufiion, ef 
another, (lefs atrocious indeed) tho’ .of. the 
fame Nature. | 

Were Milton fill alive, this Method could not 
but convey to his own Mind a very lively Senfe 
of the Atrocity of. his Crime, for it would. be 
foiling him by hisown Weapons: But as that is 
not the Cafe, fuch of his Votaries, as have not yet 
fuffer’d their Admiration to. degenerate into fran- 
tick Enthufiafm, mutt acknowledge a Guilt, 
which no Reputation can obliterate, 

I have always been of Opinion, that there is 
not a more effectual Way of conveying to. the 
Mind of a Robber a true Idea of that Terror 
and Confufion he ftrikes into the Heart of:an 
unfufpecting Traveller, than by rufhing on him, 
when he himfelf is inattentive of Danger, and 
by Menaces: equally. brutal. as thofe. he himfelf 
has ufed, obliging him to deliver again that Pro- 
perty of which he has defpoiled another: . A 
Conduct this which participates more of the Na- 
ture of a Reprifal than a Robbery! , 

To this Conduct, however, I am well aware, 
many Objections may be raifed, to which I fhall 
, an{wer 
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‘anfwer in general, that Ido not attempt ab- 
folutely to defend that Part as a right one, which 
isin its own Nature wrong. For | frankly own 
that to purfue even a good End by indire& 
Means is a palpable Deviation from Reétitude 
and Honour. 

Tho’ at the fame Time, I ‘am not ignorant 
that many have committed bad Ations (where 
the Intention has been good) if not with Ap- 
plaute, yet atleaft without Blame, according to 
the Poet’s Obfervation concerning the Aétion 
of Fudith, | 


Cauffa fubeft fatto : Cauffa mentimur honefta : 


Invidiam none detrahit illa mee. 
Which elegant Diftich may be thus paraphras’d : 


To fwerve from Truth in an important Caufe, 
Tho’ not fo juft, as to command Applaufe ; 
Yet gen’rous Minds will no Exception take, 
But ipare th’ Offender for the Intention’s fake. 


Of this kind I confider Yo/eph’s Ad€tion in 
charging Benjamin with ftealing his Golden Cup, 
which he himfelf had ordered privately to be 
convey’'d into his Sack, with no other View, 
than to explore how the Reft of his Brethren 
ftood affected towards him. Of the fame Na- 
ture is the Action of Conftantius the Emperor, 
who, to try the Hearts of his Courtiers, pro- 
claim’d, that all thofe who would not forfake 
the Worfhip of the trueGod, fhould be banifh- 
ed the Court, and have heavy Fines and Penal- 
ties inflicted upon them. Upon this, fuch as 
were unfortify’d in Religion, and ferved him 
only for felfifh Ends, forfook the true God, and 
worfhipped Idols; By this Artifice he pany gh 

who 
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who were the true Servants of God, whom he 
intended to-make his own. 

But however aggravated, at firft View my Of- 
fence may feem; yet Idefpair not to offer fuch 
Alleviations of it, as may foften the Refent- 
ment, and blunt the Indignation of the Reader. 

It,is well known, that the Reputation of AG/- 
ton is at prefent (and has been for fome time 
paft) fo great in the World, that all his politi- 
cal. Errors, and even this blackeft Act of ge- 
nuine Infamy, are entirely abforpt in the Blaze 
of his poetical Fame. The Memory of King 
Charles the Firft, by his Machinations, has ina 
great Meafure been brought into Coritempt ; 
while, on the other Hand, his capital Adverfary 
and Slanderer has been praifed, honoured, and 
imitated. | 

It is well known, that when we conceive a 
violent Prejudice in favour of a Perfon, we 
very unwillingly believe any Report to his 
Difadvantage, or if we believe it, we are apt to 
extenuate the Error, and confider that as 4 
trivial Evil, which is perhaps to the laft degree 
atrocious and criminal. 

This Obfervation was never more powerfully . 
verified than in the Cafe now before us. . MGl- 
ton’s Forgery againtt the King, is either not cre- 
dited, or flightly thought of; confidered not as 
an Effort of Malice, buta Stratagem of Policy ; 
and that Crime is explained away into a meer 
State-Trick, which I think is tinged with the 
deepeft Dye that ever was treafured in the Ma- 
gazines of Guilt. It was impofing on the World 
by a Falfhood: It was adding Malice to Re- 
bellion, and committing a kind of barbarous 
Murder on the Reputation of his Martyr’d 
Sovereign,: in order to tranfmit an odious 
Idea to Pofterity of the Integrity of the moft ina 
jur’d Monarch that ever {way’d a Sceptre. 


| | oS | 
This Crime of Alton was thus flichtly 
thought of, tho’ committed to blacken the Re- 
putation of a Prince, which could be done no 
otherwife but by Calumny. But when the few In- 
terpolations, which a well-meant (tho’ it may be 
a rafh andunguarded) Zeal for the Honour and 
Memory of the injur’d King, excited me to make 
again{t Milton, were difcovered, no Epithets were 
thought fufficiently fevere for me. I was lam- 
poon’d in every publick Paper, my Character 
was torn to pieces, and my Name cover’d with 
all the Difgrace which incens’d Violence could 
invent, or cool Malevolence infi&. 

The Learned and the Unlearned, the Wife 
and the Foolifh, and fuch as were united in 
nothing elfe, unanimoufly con{fpired in condemn- 
ing me: However little my Offence was under- 
ftood, yet it became fafhionable to rail at the 
Offender. Many, who would not fcruple to 
ferve the Purpofes of Intereft by committing a 
real Forgery, were they not deterred by the 
Authority of the Law, inveighed with as much 
Virulence againft the Literary Fraud committed 
by me, as if its Confequences had been as 
pernicious to Society as a real Forgery. None 
were fo averfe from extending any Indulgence 
to a Fault, alleviated in a great Meafure by 
the Motives for committing it, as thofé Perfons, 
who either by the Inadvertency of their Conduct, 
or Depravity of their Hearts, are every Day 
guilty of fuch Violations of Truth and Honour, 
as to ftand in need of a Pardon for more enormous 
Tranfgreffions. They who were in their Difpo- 
fitions merciful, {crupled not to fhew_ that 
Tendernefs for my Error, which the moft Inno- 
Cent reciprocally need; becaufe even the moft 
Innocent are in a moral Senfe partially guilty. 
Such as were of a Temper too ftubborn to be 
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moved by Calamity, influenced by Principles 

of Humanity, or foften’d by the moft humble 

Submiffion, were rigid in condemning -my 

Conduét as inexcufable and infamous, when if 

their own moral Deportment were ftrictly ex- 

amin’d by Maxims of Truth and Reafon, the 

Epithets of Inexcufable and Infamous might with 

more Propriety be apply’d to themfelves. 

I own, indeed, that this Method of fhewing 
the Atrocioufnefs of Milton’s Crime was dangér- 
ous: But to whom was it dangetous? Only to 
myfelf. Ihave felt its Confequences, more fe- 
verely I confefs than at firft apprehended: And 
as this Effort to do Juftice to the Memory of 
King Charles the Firft could be attended with no 
interefted Views, I think my Enemies ought at 
leaft to allow, that there is fomething generous 
in endeavouring to do Juftice to a. Prince fo 
long deceafed, and from whofe Pofterity no Be- 
nefit can be rationally expected, atfo great a 
Rifk, as few Men ever chofe to run for their 
moft intimate Bofom-Friend. Few Men have 
ever in¢yrr’d fo much Infamy and Ruin as 1, by 
this rafh, or if you pleafe, unwarrantable. Zeal 
for our abufed Sovereign, whofe Blood was fhed 
by the Cruelty of fome of his rebellious Subjects, 
and whofe Memory was wantonly traduced by 
the Malice of others. . 

If it fhould be demanded, Why this. Zeal for 
the Honour of Charles the Firft? What is 
Charles to me? or I to.Charles ? I anfwer, ‘That it 
is my Principle to reverence his Memory, and 
that is fufficient. 

Whatever appears of Importance to me, I 
have a.Right to treat as fuch, and a.Man’s 
Confcience is not to be formed by the Opinions 
and Prejudices of others, 


But 
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But befides the Reafon already mentioned, 
and fo copioufly infifted upon, there were other 
two fecondary ones, which induced me to 
commit thefe few Interpolations againft Milton. 

I found fuch an univerfal Bigotry prevail in 
Favour of the Exglifh Poet, that I wanted to 
make an Experiment, Whether popular Admira- 
tion could rife to fuch an enthufiaftic Height, 
as not to allow Milton’s own Words to exhibit 
his Meaning. As I conjectur’d, fo it prov’d; 
for with fuch a blind Zeal were fome of Milton’s 
Worthippers intoxicated, that they even denied, 
that the interpolated Lines bore fuch a Refem- 
blance to the Original, as to induce a critica] 
and candid Reader to believe that Milton copy’d 
them, but pofitively afferted, that the Lngli/d 
Poet might have written in the fame Spirit, 
tho’ he had never confulted thofe Authors. To 
fuch Extravagancies may Perfons even cf good 
Judgment be hurried, by the Enthufiafm of 
Admiration, and the fhtushes of Prejudice! 

But there was yet another Reafon, which 
induced me to interpolate a few Verfes into fome 
of the Authors quoted by me againft Milton, 
which was to extort a Confeffion of 'the Reali ty 
and Exiftence of them; a Circumftance denied 
by fome, and doubted by moft of the Admirers 
of the Exglifh Poet, not in Converiation only, 
but in occafional Defences which they made. of 
him, with more Zeal than Knowledge. 

For I well knew, that fuch was the Venera- 
tion paid to Milton by his Learned. as well as his 
Illiterate Admirers, that if one Line.only were 
over-charged upon him, it could not. poffibly 
efcape the Obfervation of thofe whom Zeal would 
Pie and Learning enable, to-difcoverit.. I 

s likewife abund dantly fenfible, that no fooner 
fhould the Difcovery be made, than the numerous 
. Cs Partizans 
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Partizans of that Poet would, as it were, mife 
up in Arms againft the Contriver of the 
Fraud. 

As I was convinced that this would undoubt- 
edly be the Cafe, fo would it furnifh me with 
an Opportunity of retorting the Charge upon 
their Favourite, which, while it would vindicate 
the Character of King Charles the Firft, would 
cover them with Confufion; for by reproaching 
me, the Malignity of the Crime would be ac- 
knowledged, and Milton would unvoidably be 
expofed to the fame Severity of Cenfure, which 
his Partizans fhould heap upon me: For if my 
Interpolations fhould be confidered as a Crime, 
Milton’s Forgery would itll rife in Turpitude. 

No one, furely, can fuppofe me fo loft to all 
Reflexion as ever to indulge a Dream, that my 
Interpolations could remain long undifcover’d, 
Laddreffed the Book to the two Univerfities, 
where Men of the moft extenfive Learning and 
Tafte are continually refident. //ton has as 
many Admirérs as Readers. And would it not 
have been the moft fuperlative Degree of Folly 
in me, fo much as to fuppofe, that thofe learned 
Men would not trace me, and endeavour to 
re{cue their Favourite-Poet from the Charge I 
brought againit him ? I could not but believe 
that thefe two Famous Univerfities were poffefled, 
at leaft, of fome of the Authors quoted againft 
Milton, and confequently that fuch an Examina- 
tion would pafs upon my Work, as would 
render the Concealment of the Interpolations 
impoffible. 

For certainly had I defign’d a lafting Impo- 
fition on the Publick, I never would have drawn 
Lines from Hog’s Tranflation of the Paradijfe 
Loft, a Book to be met with at every Sale, I 
had almoft faid at every Stall; -efpecially, 

! when 
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when befides. Hog’s and Dr. Trapp’s Tranflation 
of the. Paradife Loft; 1 was poffefled of two 
other Verfions of the firft Book, the one done by 
Michael Bold, and the other by one Power; a 
Tranflation, which few of the moft induftrious 
and. inquifitive Readers ever heard of by Name, 
and fewer {till are in Poffeffion of. Befides, I 
could, with no great Difficulty, have tranflated 
as many Lines myfelf from the Paradife Loft 
jato Latin, as would have been fuficient for my 
Purpofe. | 

_ For to fuppofe (as the Vindicator of Milton 
does) that I could be fo deluded, as to imagine 
that there was not another Copy in England of 
Hog’s Latin Tranflation of Milton but my own, 
is to fuppofe me capable of an Abfurdity too grofs 
to pafs upon a Mind more fubject to Miftakes 
than mine is; and I may without the Imputation 
of Vanity affert, that there are not many Scholars 
in England better acquainted with that Kind of 
literary Knowledge. 

Moreover, did I not freely difcover from 
whence I had obtained Copies in Manufcript of 
the Adamus Exful of Grotius, and the Sarcotis 
of Majfenius, namely from Leyden and Louvain, 
that whoever had Curiofity enough to trace me, 
might furnifh themfelves with Copies from the 
fame Quarter ? 

Thefe are more than Infinuations, nay, I think 
they amount to a full Proof, that I never meant 
a lafting Impofition on the Publick; but that my 
Intention was only to awaken in the Minds of 
People in general, and the Votaries of the 
Englifo Poet in particular, an adequate Senfe of 
the extreme Heinoufnefs of Milton's Forgery a- 
gainft his Sovereign; as alfo to prove by an Ex- 
periment to what an amazing Excefs of idola- 
trous Enthufiafm, Admiration will fometimes 
tranfport Literary Lovers, The 
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The faireft Glow of Beauty has not a more ir- 
refiftible Prevalence over the Heart of a young 
Inamorato, than the Prejudice of a Great Name 
has over the Mind of a Juvenile Scholar. When 
Milton was attacked, the Literary World rofe 
up in Arms, as much as a Worfhipper of Beauty 
is inflamed, when a Contempt is fhewn for the 
Charms of his Miftrefs. 

But the Admirers of Milton ought at leaft to 
-confefs one’ Thing, that they owe to me the Plea- 
fure of vindicating him; and perhaps they owe 
to me alfo the Knowledge of fome Latim Poets, 
of which it is a little fhameful they fhould have 
been ignorant, and at the fame Time fet up for 
Profound Scholars. To underftand an Author 
throughly, it is not only neceffary to enter into 
the Meaning of what he has written, to admire, 
applaud, and imitate; but to learn the Means by 
which he has been able to rear his Fabrick, to ex- 
amine the: Foundation and Ground-work; to fe- 
parate Art from Nature; and, in fhort, to difcern 
the Progrefs of the Building through all its Gra- 
dations, till it rifes fuch a finifhed and beautiful 
Pile, as to dazzle the Eyes of all who behold iit. 

The Means of thus underftanding M4G/ton, his 
Admirers owe tome: And I have at leaft contri- 
buted towards the Illuftration of one Beauty, of 
which many of his Followers feemed to be in- 
fenfible, namely, “ That when a Poet would 
write uponagrand or important Subject, he ought, 
as Milton has done, to confult all thofe who have 
gonc beforehim on the fame Subject, and to adopt 
every Idea fit for his. Purpofe, however inconfi- 
derable the Author may be who fugegetts it.” 

As for the fecond Queftion, namely, What 
hinder’d me from making a better Apology for 
my Conduct, than that made by my ingenious _ 
Priend(which was, in Reality, rather a capital Ag- 

oravas 
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gravation of my Offence, than an Apology) I 

anfwer, ‘he Promife I gave to feveral Lluftrious 

Perfons not to purfue Milton’s Steps with Acri- 

mony, at the Time when they were pleafed to 

honour me with their Permiffion, to addrefs to 

their Names a new Edition of thofe Authors they 

defired me to revive. 

For to have charged Milton with Forgery a- 
gaint King Charles, thofe Illuftrious Perfons 
would doubtlefs have conftructed a purfuing 
Milton's Steps with Acrimony, Forgery being 
a Crime of a more aggravated Nature than Pla- 
giarifm, and confequently they would have deem- 
ed me guilty of a Breach of Promife. 

Should it be afked, How I conceive myfelf now 
at liberty to infifton my true and moft material 
Topick of Defence; I antwer, ‘That having fome- 
time ago addreffed his Grace the Archbifhop of 
Canterbury, in a printed Apology for my Conduct, 
and through his Grace, all the reft of my Il- 
luftrious and Honourable Patrons, and that in 
a very fubmiffive Manner, for Reconciliation, 
but with regard to many of them without Suc- 
cefs, I confider myfelf as difcharged from the 
Obligation of my Promife. 

Such of my Patrons as had ftipulated with 
me not to purfue Milton any more with Acri- 
mony, having refufed to admit me to their Fa- 
vour, or allow me, as they promifed, vo addrefs 
the feveral Original Authors to their Names, 
was certainly on their Part fuch a Breach of Pro- 
mife, as render’d the Stipulation void, and left 
me without any Reftraint to trace Milton either 
as guilty of Forgery or Plagiarifm, with as little 
Referve as Mr. Douglas had treated me. 

His Grace, indeed, as became a Great and 
Good Man, and one who fo worthily adorns the 

‘lluftrious Station, to which he is defervedly pro- 
, | “moted 
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moted in the Church, was pleafed to forgive my 
Offence, receive me into Favour, and, ‘as art 
indubitable Proof thereof, continued his Allow- 
ance to publith Ram/fay’s Sacred Poems under 
the Sanction and Patronage of his Name, and 
even honoured me with a written Certificate fubi 
{cribed by him, teftitying I was fo authorifed # 
But as his Grace’s amiable and truly Chriftian 
Example has not been followed by thofe, who 
were moft exprefs in exhorting me to treat AG/ton 
with Decency and Refpect; and as I have for fo 
long a Time undergone fo much Infamy and 
Reproach for a Fault, which confidered in its 
moit aggravated Extent, ought not to have enz 
tailed fo direful a Train of Comféquences, Tima- 
gined an Attempt to rétrieve my Character from 
that infinite Load of Calumny under which it 
labours at prefent, by placing the Controverfy in 
a fair and juft Light, and difclofing the true Mo+ 
tives of my Proceeding, an indifpenfible Duty 
Lf owed to myfelf and the World. | 

Thus it is plain, that while I prepofteroufly en- 
deavour’d to preferve my Honour, by religioufly 
and punctually obferving my Promife to abftain 
from all Acrimony againit Milton, Y imprudent: 
ly made Shipwreck of it in the mot eminent 
Degree, being reputed by many guilty of the 
moft flagrant Enormity that ever was comimnit= 
ted. | 

This is the firft Time I ever either fwerved 
from the ftrict Rules of Juftice and Probity, 
liften’d to deftructive Couniel, through a daftards 
ly Timidity of offending Perfons advanced to 
an elevated Station in the World, or difouifed 
my real Sentiments on any Account whatever; 
I have been ever remarkable for uttering my 
Thoughts with too little Caution and Referve, to 
the Prejudice of my perfonal Interett ; and, in this 
Cafe, 
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Cafe, I have feverely fuffer’d for the Indifcretion 
of my Conduét. And may it never fare better 
with thofe, who prefer the Fear of offending the 
Powerful and Great, or any other Confider- 
ation whatever, to the fuperior Obligations of 
Confcience and Honour! 

That I may no longer lye under the Imputa- 
tion of having deliberately committed a malicious 
Forgery; in order to impofe on the Judgment of 
the Publick, to ferve the Purpofes of Intereft ; 
That I may not be fufpected of a Defign to blaft 
— Milton’s Reputation by a Falfhood, as being un- 
capable to effect it by genuine and legal Evi- 
dence, (which; I confefs, would have been inde- 
fenfible at any Rate) and that my Name may 
not be proverbial for Wickednefs to all fubfequent 
Ages ; I fhall firft difclofe a Scene of unparallel’d 
Villainy on Mélton’s Part againft King Charles. 
This Villainy will ftrike all, who duly attend ta 
it, with Aftonifhment and Horror, and perhaps 
extenuate, if not juftify, the extraordinary Strata 
gem employed 'to expofe it. Then I fhali replace 
the few Interpolations with genuine Paflages, 
equivalent to the fictitious ones, that all candid 
and unbiaffed Judges may be convinced, that no 
Penuty of Evidence induced me to have Recourfe 
to their Affiftance, but a Defign to difplay AG/- 
ton’s Forgery in a more odious Point of View, 
than poffibly I could have done any other Way, 
but by this Artifice. 

If ¥ can therefore eafily replace the few inter- 
polated Verfes, I hope it will, withoutScruple, be 
believed, that the Reafon I have juft now affign’d 
for interpolating them, was the true one; and 
confequently, however I may be arraigned of Im- 
prudence for putting in Practice fo bold and fin- 
cular an Artifice to effect my Purpofe; yet that 
Impru- 
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Imprudence may be greatly extenuated, fince ths 
Stratagem I made ufe of was defign’d to accom- 
plith a Purpofe fo honourable to the King, and 
interefting to the Lovers of Truth, and fince 
(as the Sequel will inconteftably demontftrate) 
my Propofition ftood in no need of any other 
Evidence but fuch as was unexceptionably le- 
eal. 

I come now to difclofe Milton’s Forgery -a- 
gainft King Charles, which was the principal 
Caufe of my interpolating a few Verfes againft 
Milton, which has occafioned fuch a hideous Out- 
cry againft me through the Kingdom; greater 
perhaps than if Ihad ridiculed the moft facred 
Truths. of Chriftianity, or called in Queftion 
the Doctrines of a greater Teacher than Vi/ton. 

Having feveral Years ago carefully perufed 
the Reverend and Learned Mr. Wagfaff’s 
excellent Vindication of King Charles the Firft, 
with Regard to that Prince’s Claim to the Icon: 
Bofiliké, where he proves his Majefty’s Title to 
that Performance beyond all Contradiction; and 
having alfo lately caft my Eye on the excellent 
Epitome or Abridgment of that Book made by 
the Reverend Doétor Birch, in his Appendix to 
tthe Life of VG/ton;, I was aftonifhed to obferve 
what an unfair Stratagem Milton had made ufe 
of to rob his Majefty King Charles of the Honour 
of the forementioned Book, or at leaft to render 
his Majefty’s ‘Title to it uncertain and precarious. 

As: that Artifice of Milton was only known 
to few, and as many Perfons ftill are perfwaded, 
that the King was not the Author of Icon Bafiliké, 
on the Authority of MV4G/ton’s Affertion; and as 
I wasdefigningto write a Differtation on Milton’s 
Ufe and Imitation of the Moderns; 1 imagin’d 
{ could not poffibly put in practice a more 
effectual Stratagem to convey to Mankind the 
| Knowledge 
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Knowledge of Milton’s Fraud, and at the fame 
Time exhibite a juft Idea of the Atrocity of the 
Fact, than by turning his own Example againit 
himfelf, the Equity of which Procedure is 
juftify’d by the Adage of the Poet, 


Sua quifque exempla debet quo animo pati. 


But to proceed to Milton’s Forgery againtt 
the King: It is abundantly clear by the 
Differtation of the Reverend Dr. Birch (as he 
takes it from Mr. Wagitaff) that Milton, in order 


to blaft the Reputation of King Charles the Firft, 


the undoubted Author of Jeon Bafiliké, extracted 
a Prayer out of Sir Philip Siduey’s Arcadia, and 
obliged the Printer of the King’s Book, under 
fevere Penalties and Threatnings, to fubjoin it to 
his Majefty’s Performance, and then raifed a 
hideous Outcry againft his Majefty, for adopting 
aPrayer inferted in a vain amatorious Work, 
as beneath the Dignity of pious Meditations, and 
the Sincerity of a devout Supplicant. 

As Milton, by that Impofture, could eafily 
prove, that the King was not the Author of this 
Prayer, fohe meant that an Inference fhould be 
drawn, that he was not the Author of the Trea- 
tife itfelf; which Impofture gain’d Credit at 
that Time, and is‘ftill believed by fuch as have 
not examined this Controverfy, or whofe Ma- 
lignity to his Majefty’s Memory difpofes them 
to credit any Account, how falfe or fcandalous 
foever, if contrived on purpofe to propagate his 
Majefty’s Difhonour. 


I declare, therefore, in the utmoft Sincerity of 
Heart, that had not M/ton, with fuch unparallel’d 
Malignity, blafted the King, I would not, upon 
any Confideration, have either offer’d a Violenve 
ae DD 2 to 
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to Truth, put an Impofition on the Publick, 
tho? but for a Moment, or attempted to blaft 
Milton’s Reputation by a Falfhood. 

For certainly had my Defign been only to 
convict Milton of Plagiarifm, without any further 
Intention of difclofing his unexampled Wicked- 
nefs ‘againft King Charles, inftead of writing a 
critical Difquifition on that Subject; I might 
have contented myfelf with exhibiting to the ~ 
Publick a new Edition of Milton’s Englifh Vran- 
(lation of the Baptiffes of Buchanan, which he 
publithed as an Original Work of his own, 
Anno 1641, under the whimfical Title of Lyran- 
nical Government Anatomized; or, The Life and 
Death of Fohnthe Baptift. | 

A new Edition of this Tragedy, without any 
farther Induftry in tracing the Steps of Milton, 
was fufficient to prove him not only a Plagiary, 
but a Plagiary of the moft unlimited Confidence, 
and diftinguifhed Magnitude: For a more 
flagrant Inftance of this Literary Guilt cannot, 
Ibelieve, be produced in the Annals of Learn- 
ing. 

" “When thefe few Confiderations are fufficiently 
weighed, it will evidently appear, that I was 
fo far from dreading a Difcovery of my Inter- 
polations, that I wifhed for nothing more. For 
as Milton forg’d againft the King, and then 
charged him with the Commiffion of a Fraud 
he himfelf had framed, fo did Il by Milton. I 
have generally cenfur’d him with more Seve- 
tity, where ‘the Paffages are interpolated, 
than where they are genuine, with a Defign to 
produce the greater Clamour againft myfelf, in 
order that the Odium might, at laft, rebound 
with redoubled Vengeance on the Headof A4i/- 
ten, by fuch an Iuftration of his Guilt. | 
3 Thag 
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‘That this was my only View, I hope to make 
it as clear, as the Nature of the Thing 1s cap- 
able of. If my Defign was laudable, tho’ the 
Method put in practice to accomplifh it was not 
fcrupuloufly juft, I may at leaft merit Pardon; 
fince by a flight Impofition for a Moment, an 
important Truth will be more fully difplay’d, 
and eftablifhed in the Minds of Men for Ages 
to come. 

On any other Suppofition but this, the Pub- 
lick, but particularly the two learned Univerfi- 
ties, could not but condemn me as a Man loft 
to all Senfibility of Shame, and every Confidera- 
tion of Candour, in fupporting fo bold a Charge 
of Plagiarifm againft Milton at the Expence of 
Truth, and committing myfelf that Fault, or 
rather a worfe, of which I accus’d another. 

But that no one may imagine this Allega- 
tion of mine, that the Generality of People, 
upon Milton’s Authority, believe that his Ma- 
jefty King Charles was not the Author of Icon 
Bajfiliké, is an idle Fi@tion ; I fhall here faith- 
fully relate the Converfation that happen’d be- 
ewixt a Noble Lord, juftly celebrated for his 
uncommon Wit and Penetration, as well as fin- 
gular Generofity and Candour, and me, upon 
this Subject, the firft Time I had the Honour 
to wait on his Lordthip, after prefenting him 
with a Copy of my Differtation on Milton. 

His Lordthip, after teftifying his Approba- 
tion of my Performance, and Surprize at the 
Novelty of the Difcovery, and Curiofity of the 
Subject, was pleafed to inform me, that his 
Majefty King Charles the Firft, in his Opinion, 

was guilty of a Piece of the moft grofs and 
notorious Plagiarifm, that ever was committed 
by any Perfon whatever, in transferring a Prayer 

| Cae out 
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out of Sir Philip Sidney’s Arcadia, and fubjoin- 
ing it to his Icon Bafiliké, as his own Compofi- 
tion; and for the Truth of his Majefty’s having 
done fo, his Lordfhip was pleafed to quote the 
Authority of -the learned and judicious Mr. 
Bayle in his Dictionary. 

I thought it my Duty to undeceive his Lord- 
fhip in that Particular, by informing him that 
Mr. Bayle was led into that Miftake by the Au- 
thority of Milton, the erand Architeét of that 
Contrivance, and next by that of Mr. Toland 
in his Amyntor, or Life of Milton, who had taken 
the officious Trouble, in order to enforce and 
propagate Milton’s Forgery ayainft the King, to 
extract Pamela’s Prayer out of Sir Philip Sidney’s 
“Arcadia, and confront it with the fame Prayer, 
as alter’d by Milton, (or, as Milton and Toland 
falfly affirm, by the King) and fubjoined to the 
Leon Bafiliké of his Majefty. 

As this Account of Milton’s Forgery againtt 
the King, could not but fhock his Lordfhip ex- 
ceedingly, he was pleafed to inquire of me, 
where I had met with this Narrative of that 
Matter ; whereupon I referr’d his Lordfhip to 
the ingenious Dr. Birch’s Appendix to the Life 
of Milton, prefix’dto a late Edition of that Au- 
thor’s Political Works, in two Volumes in F olio, 
printed for Andrew Millar, Bookfeller jin the 
Strand. 

This is a faithful Account of what paft be- 
twixt his Lordfhip and me on that Subject. 

Now if a Man of the Earl of Chi’ fu- 
perior Underftanding, and general Acquaintance 
with Life and Things, was mifled by falfe Ac- 
counts of that Matter, we cannot reafonably ex 
pect but that the fame Delufion has paffed on 
the Bulk of Mankind, lefs curious in examining 
Fiitorical Faéts, and more fubjeéct to Deception. 
Thave 
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I have converfed with many others, who were 
equally unacquainted with this Fact, as his Lord- 
fhip, by the fame Mifreprefentation ; but it would 
be fuperfiuous to mention them, fince no Man, 
however judicious or penetrating, is remov’d 
above the Poffibility of being deceived. 

But as I do not defire that any one fhould 
credit the Story on my Affertion, I fhall prefent 
the Reader with an Account of that unparallel’d 
Scene of Villainy, as related by Doctor Birch in 
his Appendix to the Life of Milton, a Writer 
whom no one can reafonably fufpect of Enmity 
to him,’ and therefore his Account of the 
Matter may be the better depended upon. 


The Account is as follows. 


«© There is one Objection more, fays that 
‘© Reverend Author, which deferves to be con- 
<< fidered; and that is with relation to a Prayer 
*< added to fome Editions of the Jcen, and in- 
“< titled, .4 Prayer in Time of Captivity, which 
<< feems to be borrowed from that of Pamela 
“in Sir Philip Sidney's Arcadia; both which 
« Prayers I fhall fubjoin for the Satisfaction of 
«* the Curious.” 
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The Prayer afcrib’d to King Charles 1. 


Powerful and Eternal God! to whom 

nothing is fo great that it may refift, or 
fo {mall that it is contemned; look upon my 
Mifery with thine Eye of Mercy, and let thine 
infinite Power vouchfafe to limit out fome Pro- 
portion of Deliverance unto me, as to thee fhall 
feem moft convenient. Let not Injury, O 
Lord! triumph over me, and let my Fault by 
thy Hand be corrected, and make not my unjuft 
Enemies the Minifters of thy Juftice. But yet, 
my God! if in thy Wifdom this be the apteft 
Chaftifement for my unexcufable Tran{greffions; 
if this ungrateful Bondage be fitteft for my 
overhigh Defires; if the Pride of my (not enough 
humble) Heart be thus to be broken, O Lord! 
[yield unto thy Will, and chearfully embrace 
what Sorrow thou wilt have me fuffer; only 
thus much let me crave of thee (let my craving 
O Lord! be accepted of, fince it even proceeds 
from thee) thatby thy Goodnefs, which isthyfelf, 
thou wilt fuffer fome Beam of thy Majefty fo to 
fhine in my Mind, that I, who in my greateft 
Afflitions acknowledge it my nobleft Title to 
be thy Creature, may {till depend confidently 
on thee. Let Calamity be the Exercife, but 
not the Overthrow of my Virtue! O let not their 
prevailing Power be to my Deftruction! And 
if it be thy Will, that they more atid more vex 
me with Punifhment, yet, O Lord! never let 
their Wickednefs have fuch a Hand, but that 
I may ftill carry a pure Mind, and fteadfaft Re- 
folution ever to ferve thee without Fear or 
Prefumption, yet with that humble Confidence; 
which may beft pleafe thee; fo that at the laft 
I may come to thy Eternal Kingdom, through 
the Merits of thy Son; our alone. Saviour; 
Jefus Chrift; Amen, 
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The Prayer of Pamela. 


7, All-feeing Light! and Eternal Life of all 

QF Things! to whom nothing is either fo great 
that it may véfift, or fo {mall that it is contemned ; 
Jook upon my Mifery with thine Eye of Mercy, and 
let thine infinite Power votchfafe to limit out fome 
Proportion of Deliverance unto me, as to thee hall 
feem moft convenient. Let not Injury, O Lord! 
triumph over me, and let my Faults by thy Hand 
be corretied, and make not mine unjuft Enemy 
the Minifier of thy Fuftice. But yet, My God? 
if in thy Wifdom this be the apteft Chaftifement 
for my unexcufable Folly, if this low Bondage be 
filteft for my over-high Defies; if the Pride of 
my not-enough humble Heart be thus to be broken + 
O Lord! Ivyield to thy Will, and joyfully embrace 
what Sorrow thou wilt have me fuffer, only thus. 
much let me crave of thee (let my Craving, O 
Lord! be accepted of thee, fince even that pro- 
ceeds from thee) let me crave even by the nobleft 
Title, which in my greateft Afflitiion I may give 
myself, that I am thy Creature; and by thy Good- 
nefs, which is thyfelf, that thou wilt fuffer fome 
Beam of thy Majefiy to foine into my Mind, that 
at may frill depend confidently on thee. Let Cala 
mity be the Exercife, but not the Overthrow of 
my Virtues! Let their Power prevail, but prevail 
not to Deftruction! Let my Greatnefs be their Prey t 
Let my Pain be the Sweetne/s of their Revenge. 
Let them (if fo it feem good unto thee) vex me with 
more and more Punifhment! But, O Lord! let never 
their Wickedne/s have fuch an Hand, but that I may 
carry a pure Mind in a pure Body. And paufing a 
while; dad, O moft: Gracious Lord! faid jhe, 
whatever becomes of me, preferve the Virtuous 
Mufidorus, 


E. . Milton, 
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Milton, in his Iconoclaftes, {peaks upon occa- 
fion of this Prayer as. follows: Who would 
have imagined fo little Fear in him of the trne 
all-feeing Deity, fo little Reverence of the Holy 
Ghoft, whofe Officeit is to dictate and prefent 
our Chriftian Prayers; fo little Care of Truth 
in his laft. Words, or Honour to himfelf, or 
to his Friehds, or Senfe of his Afflictions, or 
of that fad Horror [reéius Hour,] which was 
upon him, as immediately before his Death to 
pop into the Hand of that Grave Bifhop who 
attended him, asa {pecial Relique of his faintly 
Exercifes, a Prayer ftolen word for word from 
the Mouth of a Heathen Woman, praying to 
a Heathen God; and that in no ferious Book, 
but in the. vain and amatorious Poem of Sir 
Philip Sidneys Arcadia, a Book in that kind 
full of Worth and Wit, but among religious 
Thoughts and Duties not to be named; nor 
to bé read at any time without good Caution, 
much lefs intime of Trouble and Affliction to 
be ‘a Chriftian’s Prayer Book? * In anfwer to 
this, 


* This Language ill becomes Milton, who, while he was 
writing this Exclamation in the Prefente of the GOD-of 
TRUTH, could not but be confcious, that he himfelf was com- 
mitting the moit perjur’d A&t of Falfhood.: He here blames 
King Céarles for daring to call this particular Prayer his own, 
and popping it into the Hands of a Grave Bifhop, as a 
Monument of his Piety, which the King never claimed, and 
which we have no Evidence, but M:/ton’s impudent Affertion, 
that he ever made ufe of ; which, however, is fo excellent 
in its kind, that {uppofing his Majefty had ufed it, his Devo- 
tions could not have been difgraced by its finding a Place 
amongit them. 

The Conduct of Milton in propagating this Calumny,: be- 
fides its Virulence, carries in it fomething contemptible and 
dilly, and for ever tranfmits him to Pofterity, ftigmatized with 
the moft infamous Brand of an Odious and Prefumptuous Lyar, 
which ought juftly to entail everlafting Difgrace on his 
Memory. 
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this, the Author of Icon Aclaffos, — Image 
unbroken, .publifhedin 1651, obferve ‘That 
<< after the firft Edition of his Maj efty’ s Book, 
*« the Printers finding the great vent of them, 
«« in the following Bdittons: pr rinted Prayers 
‘4 Andcother Things in the Ki ine’s Name, not 
*« belonging to the Book. Among thefe Papers 
<< there -is‘a Prayer taken out of ‘the Arcadia. 
That Prayer is neither made by a Heathen 
<* Woman, nor to a Heathen God, but. is 
** compos ‘d by the Author, a Chriftian, with- 
“<< out Reference to any Heathen Deity ; and 
<‘ the Author is not thought: to unchriften 
<< Prayer by it, the Libeller himfelf faying, 
<< The Book in its kind is full of Worth and 
cc Wit. But as his Outcry hath no Caufe from 
“<< the Matter, fo here is no Evidence of the 
cc Fact, that . his Majetty made ufe of the 
‘¢ Prayer,: or popt it into the Bifhop’s Hand, 
“cas a Relique of his Exercife, though he might 
ce warrantably have ufed it, and profefs’ ate TF 
<¢ his Majefty had ufed the ‘Prayer or deliver’d 
<< it, as he imagines, no Man of Chriftian 
<¢ Sobriety could. charge the Fact with Crime. 
<< What one Word or Sentence is therein that 
<¢ Prayer, which a Chriftian may not ufe?” 
Mr. Thomas Wag ftaffe gives us a very particular 
Account of this Affairs and obferves, That 
tho’ he fees no Reafon, why a Man may not 
ufe. good Expreffions 1 in his Prayers, let them 
be borrowed from whom they will, as well as 
a good Sentence out of a Heathen Wee and 
which was never any Blemifh, tho’ on the’ moft 
pious Occafions; yet there is great Reafon’to 
believe, that the King did never make ule of 
that Prayer, for that is not found in the firft, 
ior. in feveral other the moft early Editions 
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of this Book. Hethen gives us a Catalogne-oF 
the feveral Editions of Eikon Ba/filiké, both with 
and without the Prayers, mentioning the Size 
of the Volume, the Time of Printing, the Num- 
ber of Pages that the Contents confit of, and 
the Number of the Pages of the Book itfelf, 
when there were any fuch. From this Cata+ 
logue it appears, that there are no lefs than 
Twenty-nine Editions without the Prayers, and 
Seventeen of them printed in 1648, and that 
there were Twenty-feven Editions with the 
Prayers. He acquaints us likewife, that fince 
the firft Edition of his Vindication, in 1693; 
he had received a full and convincing Informa- 
tion concerning the Myftery of this. Prayer, 
that’it was am Artifice of Bradfhaw or Milton; 
er both, and by them furreptitioufly thruft into 
the King’s: Work, to difcredit the whole. This 
Information comes originally from Mr. Aizils 
the Printer, but convey’d by two worthy Gen- 
tlemen, and againft whom there can be no 
poffible Exception, Dr. Gil, and Dr. Bernard; 
who were.both Phyficians to him, and very 
intimate with’ him. And becaufe their Tefti- 
nony is-fo'very important, the Reader fhall 
have it in their own Words, from a Letter of 
Dr.. Gill to the -Honourable Charles Hatton 
Efquire, at the end of which is added»the Tefti- 
mony of Dr. Bernard, and which I have now 
in my Cuftody ; and is as follows, verbatim, 


May 1, 16943 

6. Sirs ie yi 
*¢ | moft readily comply with your Requeft, 
“in informing you, from whom I:heard what 
*¢ J was faying, (the laft time I had the Honour 
SS to be in your Company) that: F was; told 
| ee 
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Pamela’s Prayer was tranfer’d out-of Sig 


Philip Sidney's Arcadia into Kikon Bafiliké, 
by a Contrivance of Bradfbaw’s and Miltex’s. 
Sir, I make no fecret of it, and I frank] 

tell you my Author, who was Mr. Hills, 
Oliver’s Printer. And the Occafion, as he 
many Years ago told me, was this:’ Mr. 
Dugard, who was Milton’s intimate Friend, 
happened to be taken printing an Edition of 
the King’s Book. Malton uted his IJntétett 
to bring him off, which he effeéted by the 
Means of Bradfhaw, but upon this Condi- 
tion, that Dugard fhould add Pamela’s Prayer 
to the forefaid Book he was printing, as 
an Attonement for his Fault, they defigning 
thereby to bring a Scandal upon. the Book: 
and: blaft the Reputation of its Author; 
purfuant to which Defign, they induftrioufly 
took care afterwards, as foon as publifhed, 
to have it taken notice of. Mr. Hi//s hath 
affirmed this feveral times to me of his 
own Knowledge; and J need not tell you 
how eafy it was for him to know it, whe 
being a forward and confiding Man, was in 
moft of the Intrigues of that time, and in- 
trufted with Bufinefs of the greateft Privacy 
by the then Governing Parties; and no Mar 
that Ihave met with, was better verfed: in 
the fecret Hiftory of that Time than him- 
felf, as I have found by the: often Difcourfe 
I had with him; for being his Phyfician for 
feveral Years, I had many Opportunities to 
talk with him about thofe Affairs, from 
whom I have received a different Account of 
the Tranfactions of thofe Times, than what 
was commonly known or made Publick, and 


many Paflagesthat I was a Stranger to before. 
hal 05 
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Thus, Sir, Ihave given you my Authority 
for what I have faid; which, if you pleafe, 
you may communicate. to the reft of your 
Friends, and believe me always, 


¢ Your moft humble Servant, 


Tho. Gul.” 


<¢ T do remember very well, that Mr. Heary 
Hills the Printer toldme, that he had heard 
ae adfoaw and Milton laugh at their inferting 

a Paper out of. Sir Philip Sidney’s ne Se 
at the End of Kine Charles's Book, and then 
Milton had jeer ‘dit in his Anfwers adding 
withall, that they were Men would ftick at 
nothing, that might gain their Point. And 


¢ this I teftify, 


“* May roth, r694. Francis Bernard.” 


To this may be added part of a Letter written 
a Year before by Dr. Bernard to Dr. Goodall, 
in thefe Words: 


* Concerning the Prayer out of Sir Philip 
Sidney, (which Milton makes a great Buftle 
about) I remember Henry Hills, who was 
Olver’s Printer and my Patient, told me, 
amoneft other’ things, of the Artifice of that 


Party; that he had heard Brad/haw and Mil- 
ton laugh, how they had put a Cheat upon 


‘ the World; and in order thereunta had 


printed the whole Book anew, that they 
might add that Prayer thereunto; and > that 
they “were. not more ftudious of any thing’ 
than to rob that good King of ‘the Repu 
** tation 
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#s tation of that Book. I doubt not, but Dr? 
«© Gill can remember fomething to this puré 
<* pofe from the fame Henry Hills. Lam 


«© Your moft affured humble Servant, 
«© March 13th, 1693. Francis Bernard.” 


Dr. Edward Hooker, who was Corrector to 
Mr. Dugara’s Prefs, when the Jeon was’ firft 
printed there, declares ** That Mr. Dugard 
«< having printed this Book, and. it coming to 
‘<< be known, he was thrown into Prifon, and 
“‘ turn’d out of Merchant-Taylor’s School 5 
« and Hooker, to fave himfelf, went to travel for 
ke feveral Years; and that, during his Travels, 
<< he had by feveral Letters, an Account .given 
<< him by Mr. Dugard what he had fuffer’d in 
<s this Service; in which Letters he remembers 
«< the following Expreffions: They have dealt 
*© with me worfe than the Devil did with od, 
<¢ having taken all from me, ‘yet left me all 
‘© my Children. And that the faid Mr. Dugard 
“¢ acquainted him in the faid Letters, That 
s< his Wife made Application to Prefident Brad- 
<< fhaw for his Releafe, who told her, that he 
« might come out, if he would take Advice of 
<< qa Friend of his, and then he need not lie 
«> in Prifon: And accordingly Mr. Milton ‘was 
<< fent. to him, who offered him his Liberty, 
s if he would do what he would have him, 
«« who refufed: his Propofals, faying, God’s Will 
<< Je done, tho I be undone! But, faid he, 
« how my Wife and they juggle together, | 
«know not; but I fhall get out, and when 
<¢ J am, Iwill write to my Dear Hooker, and 
% follow your Chriftian Advice, to be a free 
sai «© Prifoner 


€ Prifonerin the Interim. And Hooker believes 
«< that Mr. Dugard’s Wife printed Pamela’s 
e< Prayer taken out of Sir Philip Sidneys dr 
“¢ cadia, with the Alterations made in it, as 
<< one: of the Conditions of her Hufband’s Re- 
*¢ feafeé out of Prifon.” 

To this we may add the following Obferva- 
tions of Mr. Wagfaffe: Firlt, That it does not 
any where appear, that Sir Pdilip Sidney’s Ar- 
cadia was a Book which the King ufed to read 
or delight in. And Sir Thomas Herbert, who 
waited on the King from the time of his Im- 
prifenment at Holdenby to his Death, and had 
the Charge of the King’s Books, and gives a 
particular Account of what Books the King read; 
either in his ferious Studies, or for Diverfion; 
makes not the leaft Mention of the “readia:: 
whereas Adi/ion was very well acquainted with 
that Book, and had {pent much time in reading 
3, . 

Secondly, It deferves Enquiry, who it was; 
that Caufed thefe Prayers to be. printed, or by 
whofe Hands they were convey’d to the Prefs 9 
All the Prints, which give any Account of themj 
only fay, that they were delivered by the Kinz 
intothe Hands of Dr. Fuxon, Bithop of London; 
at his Death, And this is confirm’d by Aéilton; 
who writes thus, ‘* As immediately before his 
*« Death to pop into the Hands of that Grave 
*¢ Bifhop, who attended him, as a fpecial Relia 
*¢ qué of his faintly Exercifes, a Prayer ftolen 
s* word for word; &e.” | 

Now from hence it will. appear plainly, 
That that Party, and they only,: were the Pers 
fons who conyey’d the Prayers. to the Prefs; 
and cauled them to be printed; fince what 
| v re Papers 
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Papers foever the King might deliver to Bifhop 


Fuxon, he could print none of them, nor yet 


keep them to himielf; for the Regicides im- 
mediately feiz’d and imprifon’d him, and exa- 
min’d him with all poffible Rigour, and fearch- 
ed him narrowly for all Papers, that he might 
have from the King, even to Scraps and Par- 
cels ; and moreover rifled all the King’s Clothes, 
Scrutores, Cabinets, and Boxes, and whatever 
they found, they kept in their own Hands. 

This Mr. Waghaffe proves from the Author _ 
of Regit Sanguinis Clamor, p. 83. Sanderfon’s 
Hiftory, p. 1139. Dr. Bates’s Elenchus, and 
Doctor Perinchief’s Life of King Charles 1. And 
he obferves from hence, ‘* That it was utterly 
‘¢ impoffible for Bifhop Fusxen, or any Perfon 
** from him, or indeed any of the Royal Party, 
““ to tranfmit thofe Papers to the Prefs, or 
‘‘ any other Papers which the King deliver’d 
“¢ to Bifhop Fuxon, or left behind him in his 
“© Pockets, or any where elfe within the Com- 
« pafs of their Power: For they were all 
“© taken, and never (like thofe of Na/eby) re- 
< ftor’'d again; but all was kept in their own 
«© Cuftody. The Conclufion is this, That after 
<¢’ that Time, whatfoever was printed muft come 
“¢ from themfelves ; and if any of the Papers, 
«© that the King deliver’'d to Bifhop Fuxon at 
«¢ his Death, were made publick, they are the 
«¢ Perfons, who were the Publifhers, and no 
<< others. And there is no doubt, but that 
“<< Milton himfelf firft brought thefe Papers, 
*< and got them printed at Dugara’s Prefs, and 
«« from thence quickly tranflated to Mr. Roy- 
<< fton’s.” For every little Addition having the 
King’s Name to it quicken’d the Sale, and made 
all the Bookfellers, fo foon as they had notice 
F Oz 


of it, add the Prayers to their own Editions, 
fuppofing them all genuine, not being confcious* 
of Miltonr’s FORGERY, but however very 
inftrumental, tho’ innocently, to fpread and pro- 
pagate it. 

*Tis very probable, that fome of thefe Prayers 
were fuch as were ufed and penned by the 
King. For it had been ridiculous and impo- 
litic, to have counterfeited Four Prayers, when 
it was one only they had to play upon; and 
they fuffer’d thofe that were genuine to pais, 
to give Countenance to the other. And 
Milton having them in his Hands,. he added 
this of his own coining to the Reft, to difcredit 
the whole, and to fupply himfelf with Matter 
to burlefque the Book, and to abufe the King. 

Mr. Wagftaffe tells us, That he has very good 
Fvidencc, that the King left but Three Prayers 
behind him, and delivered to Bifhop fuxon no 
more but Three Prayers ; and that is the Tefti- 
mony of Mrs. Fotherley, above mentioned, who 
declares, ‘That within two Days after the King’s 
Death, fhe faw in a Spanifh Leather-Cafe Three 
of thofe Prayers, that are printed in fome, if 
not in all the Editions of that Book, which 
were faid to be ufed by him in the Time of 
his Reftraint, and delivered to the Bifhop of 
London at his Death; from: whom they were 
taken away by the Officers of fhe Army; and 
it was fromm one of thofe Officers, in whofe 
Cuftody they then were, that fhe had the Fa- 
vour to fee them; and that the Perfon, who 
fhew’d her thofe Prayers, fhew’d her alfo the 
George, with the Queen’s Pidture in it, and 
two Seals, which wére the King’s, 

This further confirms the Truth, fays Mr. 
Wagftaffe, that the Prayers were only in their 
Cuftocy ; 


ie. 
Cuftody; and moreover, that the Number of 
thefe Prayers was but Three; the Fourthis their 
own; and Milton vouchfafed to print the other 
Three, for the fake of the Fourth; and he was 
contented that the World fhould fee fome of 
the King’s Prayers, provided he might add one 
more to difparage all the Reft. 

It appears alfo from the Teftimony of Mr. 
Roger Norton, Mr. Royfton’s Printer, dated 
Auguft 8, 1693, that King Charles II, had fo 
little Opinion of the Prayers, added to the Icon, 
that when Mr. Roy/ton afk’d his Leave for the 
reprinting it in 1680, he gave him Leave, but 
exprefly order’d him to omit thofe additional 
Prayers. It is to be obferved, this is Five Years 
after the pretended Memorandum. It feems, 
that King Charles 11 was then fatisfy’d, that the 
Book was his Father’s, and he took fo much 
Care of it, as tothrow out what he fufpected. 
might be fuppofititious. 

Mr. Norton obferves, that Mr. Roy/ton lik’d this 
Order of the King very well, for he feared, 
whilft he abfconded, his Servants had fome 
Tricks put upon them in the additional Prayers, 
tho’? he could not fay certainly, that he who 
brought them to his Servants, was fent by Mr. 
Milton; but he much fufpected it. Mr. Norton 
added, that Mrs. Royffon could tell, that her 
Hufband, by the Men then in Power, had 
ereat Sums of Money offer’d him, if he would 
fay, that the King was not the Author of that 
Book; and that he himfelf (Mr. Norton) had 
often heard him fay the fame. 

Mr. Toland, in his Amyntor, treats Mr. Hill's 
Evidence as of no Weight, he having turned Papift 
in King Fames Il’s Reign, in order to be that 
King’s Printer, and eri a great deal of Pains 
si to 
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to prove, that Pamela’s Prayer was us’d by the 
King ; “ Which from him, as Mr. Wagfaffe 
** obferves, is the pleafanteft Thing in the 
‘* World. He hath all along been endeavour- 
“< ing to prove. the whole Book a Forgery, 
¢¢ and father’d upon the King; and why not 
“‘ the Prayer too?- Why is not the Prayer 
¢¢ Dr. Gauden’s, as well as the Book alfo? And 
*¢ his Reafon for this makes it yet more pleafant, 
*¢ which is that ‘Mr. Roy/ton printed it. Why? 
“© Mr. Royton printed the whole Book, and 
‘© moreover affirms that it was brought to him 
** from the King, which is more than was 
“< ever faid of the Prayer. And if Mr. Roy/ton’s 
«© Printing and attefting are not fufficient to 
“* prove the Book genuine; how comes his 
** bare Printing, without any further Circum- 
<¢ ftance, to be fuch an extraordinary Proof, 
§¢ for the Uie of the Prayer?” 

So far the Reverend Dr. Birch from Mr. 
W agfiaffe. 

This is fuch a Scene of manftrous Villainy, 
that I much queftion if any Age of the World 
can parallel it; with which when mine is com- 
par’d, it bears no greater Proportion than a Drop 
of Water to the Ocean. Whoever therefore was 
offended with my Injuftice, Falfhood, and For- 
gery againft Ailton, (and who was not?) may 
now with as much more Juftice difcharge his 
Fury and Refentment againft thefe Crimes. in 
Milton, as his Character was inferior to the 
King’s in Dignity, and as my Offence was com- 
mitted in a far lefs ferious Affair than the other’s, 
and not without great Provocation, in Requital 
of his Example; which Procedure of mine 
againft Milton, (tho’ I pretend not thereby en- 
tirely to exculpate my own Conduct) is juftify’d 
by the Adage of the Poet. . : 
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fiqua vefert, quifquis, quod facit ipfe, refert. 


N. B This whole Differtation concerning Mil- 
jon’s Forgery againft King Charles is entirely 
omitted in the new Edition of M/ton’s Political 
Works, lately printed in two Volumes in Quarto, 
The Reafon of this Omiffion J thal! leave to the 
Conjecture of every Judicious Reader. 

If my Judgment were afked on that Head, 
I would without hefitating reply, That the Ins 
genious Editor feems'to imitate the Example of 
a prudent Governor, who timeoufly abandons 
the Garrifion, he is confcious he is no longer 
able to defend. ; 

But I muft do that Reverend Gentleman the 
Juftice to confefs, that his Opinion is, that M4/- 
ton is not guilty of the Crime charged upon 
him; Milton and Bradfhaw too, in Dr. Birch’s 
Opinion, being Perfons of more Honour than to 
be guilty of putting fuch a vile Trick upon the 


King : 
Rifum teneatis, Amici! 


Heavens! a Clergyman of the Church of £x- 
gland to entertain fuch an Opinion of the Honour 
of two. fuch Arch-Rebels and Regicides, as 
Bradfhaw and Milton! It looks indeed as it he 
accounted it an Honour to have been.a Member 
of the Ofverian Pandemonium at Weftminfiers 
the one, as is well known, having no lefs im- 
pudently than unjuftly pronounced Sentence of 
Death againit his lawful and innocent Sovereign, 
and the other having moft audacioufly prefimed 
in print to juftify the forefaid unjuft Sentence, 
tho’ by Arguments as wretched and inconclufive 
(fuch as he reprefents his Lucifer making be 

: of, 
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of, bearing Semblance of Worth not Subftance) 
as the Latin is generally bad. * 

Much of a piece with Dr. Birch’s high Senti- 
ments of Mi/ion’s Honour is my worthy Anta- 
gonift’s 


* This is the Opinion of the learned Morhowius, who re- 
marks, that it is pleafant to obferve Mi/ton accufing the In- 
comparable Salmafius, as guilty of Soloecifms and Barbarifms, 
when he himfelf ftands vaftly more obnoxious to the fame 
Cenfure ; in proof whereof he prefents his Readers with the 
following Flowers of Miltonian Eloquence, Mifer Gramma- 
tifta! Fortuna hallucinante res noeffras! Populus adfentivit 
petition: nofire | Magnitatem animi! Econtra! Gc. And yet 
Milton has been thought hitherto by his partial and bigotted 
Admirers to have wrote that Language with Ciceronian 
Elegance and Purity ; tho’ the Blenders juft now recited 
would be penal in a School-Boy; and tho’ the Writer, as 
we have been informed, for feveral Years taught the Latin 
Tongue, and even compiled a Latin Di&tionary. Yet after 
all he has fhewn himfelf an arrant Bungler in his Profeffion 
by the Grammatical Blunders jut now taken notice of. 

_ For his Prefumption in blaming the moft Learned Salma- 
fius for Faults he was guilty of himfelf, I think we may 
juftly reprove him in the Words of the prudent Moralift : 


Turpe eff Dodori, quum culpa redarguit ipfum. 


Let my Antagonift defend him here too, if he-can: I defy 
him, and all his Abettors, numerous as they are, the pro- 
foundly learn’d Mr. Bowles himfelf, his wonderful Coadjutor, 
whofe important Difcovery of 18 or zo Jines overcharged 
on Milton (a Fraud never defign’d to be kept fecret) Mr. 
Douglas had the Honour to retail to the World, not ex- 
cepted. But forthe further Encouragement of Mi/ton’s partial 
Admirers, or rather blind Idolaters, I affure them, that 
when I can find Leifure to run over his treafonable, or rather 
execrable Declamations in Zatiz, with a Critical Eye, I de- 
{pair not to caufe my Gleanings overtop the other’s Vintage. 

In the mean time, Milton's blaming Salmafius for writing 
falfe Latin, while guilty of that Fault himfelf, is intirely of 
@ piece with his Prefumption in accufing King Charles of 
Plagiari{m, tho’ to fupport that Charge he was forced to have 
recourfe to a piece of the blackeft and moft unjuftifiable For- 
gery that ever was practifed ; and, over and above, was him- 
felf King of Plagiaries befides; Witnefs his innumerable 
Thefts in Paradife Lofi, not to mention his tranflating the 
Baptifies of Buchanan, and pafling it on the World, as an 
original Performance of his own. 
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gonift’s Opinion of Milton’s generous and 
manly Notions with regard to Religion. Is 
it poffible thefe Men can be in earneft when 
they thus fpeak ? Good God! Milton’s Hon- 
our! Milton’s Religion! What. were they? 
Or where were they? Was it true Religion 
then, to do what lay in his Power, to abo- 
lifh the Hierarchy of the Church, and the 
Monarchy of the State? Was it true Honour 
then, and true Religion todo what lay in his 
Power to embrue the Kingdom with the royal 
and innocent Blood of a moft excellent King, a 
moft pious, worthy and learned Prelate, and 
the nobleft Peers and Gentlemen of the Realm? 
and afterwards applaud the Bloody Tragedy 
when committed? Were thefe pious and worthy 
Prelates, and bright Luminaries of the Church 
of England, Laud and Sanderfon, ‘fuxon and Shel- 
don, Sancroft and Hammond ftill alive, what 
would they think of thefe Sons of the 
Church, who would prefume, in their hearing; 
to applaud the Honour and Religion of Ad/- 
ton 2 Milton! whofe principal Works were burnt 
by the Hand of the common Hangman, by 
Order of the fupreme Council of the Nation, 
immediately after the Reftauration, and after- 
wards by a moft juft Decree of the Univerfity 
of. Oxford; the Author himfelf, for his innu- 
merable and deteftable T'reafons, having with 
much Difficulty efcaped a Hanging-bout at 7y- 
burn, it having been debated warmly three Days 
in the Houfe of Commons, if he fhould not 
fuffer the fame Fate withthe reft of his Brother- 
Regicides, than all whom put together, in the 
Opinion of fome, Milicn was more guilty, not 
only as he juftify’d the King’s Murder (O 
horrid!) after it was committed ; but chiefly 
as 


as he glories in his impious Writings, that hé 

was the firft Perfon ‘elie luggetted the Infernal 

‘ingine his Majetty before ‘their 

r-Court of Juftice: His Words are; 
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go fuaft! Words! for which his Name 
meth ih gare OL ught diva to ge in the 


of a King an id Ce untry, nocd the 
boafted Merit oF his celebrated Paradife Loft, a 
Poem intirely compiled from: the Writings of 
others, who handled the fame Subject before 
him, whom yet (fuch was the Height of his 
Gisueids and Ingenuity !) he never once vouch- 
fafed to mention. 

But becaufe aly Antagonift feems greatly to 
prefer Mélton’s Sentiments in Religion to the 
Religious Sentiments of the Frantick Sons of 
Loyola (as he impudent! ly calls the Fefuztes) I take 
this Liberty to remind him, that Milton himfelf 
Is not inferior, in the epupey of his Doétrine, to 
the moft Frantick Son ot Loyola that ever wrote. 
For if no Part of their Doétrine is more juittl 
odious than that where t they allow of the Murder 
of Kings, we fee Milton has aétually reduced 

nto Practice, wh at perhaps they only admit of 
in Speculation, by openly and boldly juftifying 
the moft horrid A& of tha t Kind that ever was 
committed fince the Creation of the World: So 
that Milton in that Refpe& has gone as great 
Lengths.as any $e/uite e ver did. 

But moreover, becaufe many Perfons, befides 
Dr. Birch and Mr. cee entertain high No- 


tions of Aéi/ton’s Flonour, it ee not be amifs 
to compare it with that of an antient Heathen, 


that upon a a Comparifon, we ae be the better 


able to form a rig Judgment, pba 2 Honour 
will prepor nderate, or to ule our Author’s quaint 
Phrate, 7 ‘bofe Scale will kick t Beak 


We 
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. We aré credibly informed by authentick 
Hiftorians, that Pap:nian, the famous Lawyer, 
refufed to defend or juftify before the Senate 
and Army, the Murder of Geta, committed by 
Caracalla his Brother, Emperor of Rome, al- 
ledging by way of Excufe; «* That it was not 
*¢ fo eafy a Thing to defend a Murder as to 
** commit it.” For this honeft Freedom, we 
are told, the Lawyer loft his Life. If this 
Story be true (as unqueftionably it is) how great 
the Difference betwixt the Heathen Lawyer and 
the Chriftian Poet! If we may properly ftyle 
him a Chriftian, who acted fo unworthy of the 
Name. | 

Papinian would not juttify a Murder commit- 
ted by his lawful Sovereign on a Subjeét, or at 
moft an equal, and that too varnifhed over 
with the fpecious Pretence of Geta’s being en- 
gae’d in a Confpiracy againft the Emperor’s 
Life: Milton ({uch was his Loyalty to the King, 
and Obedience to the Apofttolical Precept!) 
made no fcruple moft impudently and auda- 
cioufly to juftify the barbarous and atrocious 
Murder of his Rightful and Innocent Sovereign, 
committed by the Worft of Men, and moft in- 
famous of Ufurpers, Oliver Cromwel of corrupt 
Memory ! | 

Let the Admirers of Milton now be afham’d 
any longer to applaud the Honour of that 
Arch-Traitor and Regicide, when they confider 
how vaftly it fubfides below that of a meer Hea- 
then. ’Tis to be fear’d that Papinian, and other 
excellent and virtuous Heathens, will rife up in 
Judgment againft many nominal Chriftians, 
who are a Scandal and Difgrace totheir Profef- 
fion, and condemn them. 

And now, tho’ I hope A4Giton’s Forgery 
againft King Charles, is proved to the Convic- 
tion 
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tion of every candid and unprejudiced Mind, 
and placed beyond all Contradiction; (for. to 
labour to convince thofe, who are refolved be- 
fore hand not to be convinced, would, I con- 
fefs, be a mad, a fruitlefs Attempt;) yet for 
the Reader’s further Satisfaction in this Point, 
and.in order more fully to eftablifh in the Minds 
of Men the Credibility of the Faét in Queftion, 
to difplay the Depravity of A/ton’s Heart, and 
delineate the Impiety of his Principles, I thall 
lay before his Eyes the Judgment and Opinion 
of feveral Writers of Credit concerning Mé/ton, 
as well thofe who happen’d to be contemporary 
with him, as others of a later Date, that People 
may acquire a more juft and exact Idea of that 
extraordinary Perfon, whom the prefent Genera- 
tion of Writers, if they do not on. fome Occa- 
fions exeem from fome few human Frailties and 
Imperfections, have yet in the Main confpired 
to daub with the untemper’d Mortar of un- 
bounded Praife, and unmerited Panegyrick, by 
applauding him as a Friend to, and a Hero and 
Champion for, the Liberties of Mankind, (when, 
God knows, all the Time, perhaps, he was 
only purfuing the private Ends of Revenge, 
Avarice, and Ambition,) in fine, by reprefent- 
ing him as all perfect, all excellent, all ami- 
able, to conclude, a Saint, an Angel, a Seraph, 
without the leaft Mixture of Alloy, rather than 
a Man, or to fpeak more properly, a perfect 
Devil incarnate, if any fuch ever exifted, an 
abandon’d Monfter of Mankind, of infatiable 
Avarice, unbounded Ambition, implacable Ma- 
lice, unparallel’d Impudence, fhocking Impiety, 
unnatural againft the Parent that begot him, an 
Arch-Traytor and Rebel againft his political 
Father, his Righttul Sovereign, in fhort a Mur- 
derer, and an Approver and Abettor of Mur- 
derers; 
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derers; bogling at no Enormity, how flagrant 
foever, to accomplifh his Purpofes, and like his 
Matter Cromwel, compleatly verfed in all the 
Arts of Fraud, Falfhaod, Sophiftry and Pre- 
varication ; and all this while guilty of the moft 
fervile and abject Adulation of his defpotick 
Sovereigns, a defperate Crew of Lawlefs Cut- 
Throats, but to all Lawful Governors both in 
Church and State an Enemy irreconcileable. 

This is the genuine Picture, without Altera- 
tion or Exaggeration, of Fobu Milton, Latin Se- 
cretary to Oliver Cromwel of infamous Memory, 
and Juftifier of the barbarous and inhuman Mur- 
der of King Charles the Firft, a Prince endued 
with many admirable and amiable Qualities! A 
Picture I have good Reafon to believe exaétly 
refembling the Original, drawn from his Features 
and Lineaments, I mean from his Writings and 
Actions, the trueft Teft of the Human Mind, 
by the Impartial Hand of able and fkilful Maf- 
ters, his Countrymen, Fellow-Citizens, and 
Contemporaries, who were perfonally acquainted 
with him, and therefore could not be miftaken 
in their Draught. 

Now that being the Cafe, to prefer the Wri- 
ters and Panegyrifts of this prefent Age, in point 
of Veracity with Regard to the Particulars of 
Milton’s Lite, to the Accounts of his Contem- 
poraries, would be fully as unreafonable, as to 
rely on the famous Cardan’s ironical Encomium 
on Nero, for atrue and authentic Narrative of 
that Tyrant’s Life and Actions, inftead of, de- 
riving our Information from the Writings of 
Petronius Arbiter, Tacitus, and Sueton. 

But the Evidence will {peak for themfelves; I 
only beg for them a favourable Hearing. 


G2 APPEN- 


APPENDIX. 


— The Fudgment of feveral Learned 


Men, Contemporaries of Milton, 
and others, concerning his Political 


WW; TULINES. 


1. Doctor Du Moulin’s Character of Milton, ih 
his Book, entitled Regii Sanguinis Clamer ad 
Coelum adverfus Paricidas Anghcanos, or, The 
Cry of the Blood Royal to Heaven againft the 
Englifh Regitides. Hage Comitum, 1652. 


*Tis commonly reported, thatthis Man [AGL 
zon| being expelled from the Univerfity of 
Cambridge for Mifdemeanors, to get rid at once 
of Difgrace and his native Country, retired into 
Italy. From whence he was called Home upon 
the breaking out of the Rebellion, in hopes of 
a Revolution in the Government. For Perfons 
infamous at Home are ever acceptable to Trai- 
tors; for fuch as defpair of obtaining a For- 
tune with Credit amongft Men of Probity, are 
always expected to adhere firmly to a Society 
of profligate and abandon’d Wretches. After 
his Return Home he publifhed a Treatife con: 
cerning Divorces, wherein he maintains, That 
any Marriage whatever, however lawfully con- 
tracted, at the Pleafure of either of the Parties, 
may be totally diffolved. ‘This Doctrine he 
broach’d with Impunity, in that Common- 
Wealth, in which the’ Ruling Mafters injuri- 
oully 
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cufly challeng’d to themfelves a Licentioufnefs 
in committing any Wickednels whatever, unlefs 
they alfo indulged the fame Liberty. to their 
Followers. 

Nor did that Defperado ftop there, (being 
adapted to violate all Laws whatever) but im- 
mediately from the Diffolution of Matrimony, 
he makes a Tranfition to the Divorce of King- 
doms. For when the Confpirators were hold- 
ing their Confultations about the King’s Life, 
and many of them ftood aghait at the flagrant 
Enormity, this infernal Mucreant addrefled 
them by an Epiftle, and exhorted them, when 
flu€taating, to the Commiffion of that unex- 
ampled Barbarity, infifting chiefly’ on this. T'o- 
pick, “* That their Lives lay at Stake, and they 
«© muft either perifh themielves, or become the 
*¢ King’s Executioners.” Let us therefore, for 
the future, lay afide all curious Difquifitions, 
who it was that cut off the facred Head of 
the King with the unhallowed Ax, mow we 
have found out the Butcher, who perfwaded. 
that nefarious Act, who adually perpetrated 
it. J committed the Faif, fays he; he con- 
fefles the Crime, he takes it upon himielf, 
he defends it, he applauds it. This is the 
Purport of that moft infamous Label, entitled 
Ficonoclaftes ; in which that deteftable Caitif in- 
falts the facred Ghoft of King Charles. This 
he inculcates in his impious. Declamations agaift 
the Great Salmafius, in which he varnifhes over, 
with the Mafk of Piety and Juftice, the moft 
enormous and execrable Paricide,: which the 
World ever witnefs’d. That fuch a Monfter 
of a Man, and other Paricides ike him, are 
permitted to Live, nay to Reign, is an Argu- 
ment of the infinite Patience of the Almighty, 
ag 


( 46 ) 
as well as a proper Exercife of ours; while 
in the mean Time we expect, that he, who will 
finally crufh the old Serpent under our Feet, 
will alfo bruife the noxious Heads of thefe 
Dragons, and thus. at laft refcue his Truth and 
_Juftice from the injurious Attempts of thefe 
Sacrilegious Cut-Throats. 


Il. Bifhop Hacket's Account of Milton, zz 
his Life of Archbifoop Williams, P. 161. 
London, 1693. 


Indeed his Majefty, in his con Bafiliké, 
doth feem to reprefent it, as if he did not 
approve what he received from the Four Bifhops 
at that Confultation. And I will leave fuch 
good Men to his Cenfure, rather than contra- 
dict any Thing in that moft pious, moft ravith- 
ing Book, which deferves as much as Tully 
faid of Crafus in his Brutus, Ipfum melius potuiffe 
feribere, alium, ut arbitror, neminem. Perhaps 
the King could have wrote better, but I think 
no Man elfe in the Three Kingdoms. What 
a venomous Spirit is in that Serpent Ailton ! 
that black-mouth’d Zoilus, that blows his 
Viper’s Breath upon thofe immortal Devotions, 
from the Beginning to the End! ‘This is he 
that wrote with all Irreverence againft the Fa- 
thers of our Church, and fhew’d as little Duty 
to his Father that begat him! The fame that 
wrote for the Pbarifees, That it was lawful 
fora Man to put away his Wife for every 
Caufe! and againft Chrift, for not allowin 
Divorces! The fame, (O horrid!) that defended 
the Lawfulnefs of the greateft Crime that ever 
was committed, to putour Thrice-Excellent King 
to 
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to Death! A petty School-Boy Scribler, that 
durft grapple in fuch a Caufe with: the Prince 
of the learned Men of his Age, Salmafius, 
Philofophie univerfe delicium atque lyram! as 
Eunapius {ays of Ammonius, Plutarch’s Scholar in 
Egypt, the Delight, the Mufick of all Know- 
ledge! who would have feorn’d to drop a Pen- 
full of Ink againft fo bafe an Adverfary, but 
to maintain the Honour of fo good a King, 
whofe Merit he adorns with this Praife, P. 237. 
Con. Milt. De quo fi quis dixerit omnia bona, vix 
pro fuis meritis fatis illum ornaret. Get thee be- 
hind me, Milton! thou favoureft not the Things 
that be of Truth and Loyalty, but of Pride, 
Bitternefs, and Falfhood! There will be a’ Time, 
when, though fuch a Shimei, a dead Dog, in 
Abifoai’s Phrafe, efcapes for a while, yet he, 
and the Enemies of my Lord the King, will 
fall into the Hands of the Avenger of Blood: 
And that Book, the Picture of King Carles’s 
innocent Soul, which he hath blemifhed with 
vile Reproaches, will be the Vade mecum of 
Godly Perfons, and be always about them, 
like a Guardian-Angel. It is no Marvel if 
this Canker-Worm Milton is more lavifh in 
his Writings than any Man, to juftify the 
beheading of Strafford, whom Good Men pray- 
ed for alive, and pitied him dead: So did the 
Four Bifhops, that I may digrefs no longer, 
who pour’d the beft Oil they could into the 
King’s Confcience, to give him Peace within 
himfelf, when the main Caufe was defperate, 
and common Fury would compell him in the 
End to facrifice this Earl to the Parliament. 


Ill. The 
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If. The Judgment ofan Anonynious Author 
(reported by fome to be Sir Roger L’ Eftrange) 
concerning Milton, in a Pamphlet, entitled 
No Blind Guides, in anfwer to a Seditious Pamphlet 
of Fohn Milton’s, entitled, Brief Notes upon a 
late Sermon titled, The Fear of God and the 

_ King; preached, and fince publifhed by Mat- 
thew Griffith, D. D: and Chaplain to the late 


King, Sc. Londo# 1660. sto. addrefied to the 
Author. 


Lf the Blind lead the Blind, Both hall fallinto the Ditch, 
Mr. Milton, 


Although in your Life and Deérivie you have 
vefolved one great Queftion ; by evidencing that 
Devils may indue Human Shapes; and proving - 
yourlelf, even to your own Wife, an Incubus: 
you have yet ftarted Another; and that is; 
whether you are not of That Regiment, which 
carried the Herd of Swine headlong into the Sea 
And moved the People to befeech Fefus to depart 
out of their Coafts. (This may be very well ima- 
gined, from your fuitable Praétices Flere.) Is 
it_poffible to read your Propofals of the Benefits 
of a Free-State, without Reflecting upon your 
Tutours — Ail this will I give thee, Uf thou wilt 
fall down, and Worfbip me ? Come, come, Sir, 
Jay the Devil afide; do not proceed with fo 
much Malice, and againft Knowledge : — A& 
like a Mon; — that a good Chriftian may not 
be afraid to pray for you. 

Was it not Yor that {cribled a Juftification of 
the Murther of the King: arid made it good too; 
Thus, That Murther was an Albion Meritorious, 
compar'd with your Superior Wickednefs. ?Tis 
There (as I remember) that you Common-place 
-yourtfelf 
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yourfelf into Set Forms of Railing, two Pages 
thick : And left your Infamy fhould not extend 
itfelf enough, within the Courfe and Ufage of 
your Mother-T ongue, the Thing is drefs’d up in 
a Travailing Garb, and Language, to blaft the 
Englifo Nation to the Univerle ; and to give 
every Man.a Horror for Mankind, when he con- 
fiders, You are of the Race. In This; You are 
above all others; but in your Icons claftes, you 
exceed yourtlelf. . 

. There, not content to fee that Sacred Head - 
divided from the Body; your piercing Malice 
enters into the private Agonies of his ftrug- 
gling. Soul, with a Bla {phemous Infolence 
invading 4 Prerogative of God piss 
Omnifcience ;.and by Dedudtions moft Un- 
chrifiian, and Illogical, afperfing his Laf Pieties, 
(the almoft certain [nfpir ations ot the Ho ly Spirit) 
with “Fugele and Prev ry lee Nor are the 
Words ill fitted to the Matter. The Bold De- 
Jfign being fuited with a conform Ivreverence of 
Language. But Ido not love. to rake long in 
a Puddle. 

To take a View in particular of all your 
Faétious Labours, would coft more Time, than 
I am willing to afford them. Wherefore I fhalk 
ftride over all the Reft, and pafs directly to 
your Brief Notes upon a Late Sermon, Titl’d, 

The Fear of God and the King. 


TV. Doctor South's Opinion of Miltew,. in his 
Sermon, Se Pretence of Conjfctence, No 
Excufe for Rebellion, Vol. 5th. Sermon 2d. 


But others more Knowing, though not lefs, 
wicked: infift not fo wha upon che Warrant 
ef Scripture, but plead Providential Difpenfa- 

tions ; 
H 
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tions: And then God’s Works (it feems) - muft 
be regarded before his Words. And the Latin 
Advocate, [Mr. Milton] who, likea BLIND 
ADDER, * has fpit fo much Poifon upon 
the King’s Perfon and Caufe, fpeaks to the 
Matter roundly. Deum fecuti Ducem, €8 impreffa 
paffim divina veftigia venerantes, viam haud ob~ 
feuram, fed illuftrem, € illius vefligiis commone- 


jiratam ‘3 patefatiam ingrefi fumus. But mutt ’ 


we read God’s Mind in his Foot-Steps, or in his 
Word? This is, as if when wé havea Man’s 
Hand-Writing, we fhould endeavour to take hig 
Meaning by the Meafure of his Foot, 


V. Dotior 


_ * It muft be confefs’d, that to reproach a Man with a pers 
fonal Infirmity, is deem’d indecent, nay fhocking, in Con- 
verfation, and confequently much more fo in the Pulpit. Bue 
as M:lton, by his own Confeflion, loft the Ufe of his Eyes, 


in compofing that very Treatife which the learned Do€or . 


condemns, as juflifying and fomenting a mokt unnatural Ree 
Hellion, and fupporting the Intereft of a Tyrannical Ufur- 
per againft his Lawful Sovereign; however the Author him- 
felf is pleafed to varnith it over with the {pecious Title of 
the Defence of the Caufe of Liberty ; ‘tis likely the zealoug 
Preacher confider’d Mi/+on’s Blindnefs (nor was he fingle in 
his Opinion) as a juft Judgment from Heaven, for pervert. 
ang (like another Elymas, who was punifh’d with the like 
Calamity) the righteous Ways of the Almighty, by exerting: 
his utmoft Efforts to abolith the fettled Form of Government 
in Church and State, and feducing his deluded Countrymen, 
(as an. elegant Wricer obferves on this SubjeQ) by 
the dazzling Charms of a falfe Rhetorick, into the dangers 
Ous Quick-fands of Schifm and Rebellion; and_ therefore 
might fuppofe himfelf  {ufficiently warranted, by the Ex. 
emple of the Apoftle St. Paw/, in the Cafe of Eljymas al- 
ready mention’d, to indulge a greater Afperity of Exprefiion, 
than he would have chofe upon any lefs important Occafion 
to have made ufe of, 
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VY. Doftor Elis’s Fudement of Milton, in bis Latin 

Thefis, iz which he impugns that Pofition of 

Milton, as impious and unwarrentable, where 

he afferts the Lawfulnefs of Refifting Superior 
Powers, 


There is no one, in whom the fmalleft Spark 
of Probity remains, but perceives as clear as Sun- 
fhine, “* That it was fo far from being Duty in 
“&¢ Milton, that it was a moftconfummate Piece of 
«¢ Villany, to undertake that Province, which he 
*¢ {ays was impos’d on him by Parliament.” ~ 

By the Confeffion of the Guilty Criminal 
himfelf, in compofing that flagitious Libel, 
‘(which I affirm is nothing elfe than a monftrous 
Fabrick of Wickednels, erected with great Artifice 
and Subtlety, and varnifhed over with a dazzlin 
Sophiftry, and falfe Rhetorick) Milton loft his 
Eye-Sight: The All-Righteous Deity depriving 
that Perfon of the Ufe of his Eyes, who, by his 
own voluntary Wickednefs, had extineuifhed in 
himfelf the interna! Light of the Soul, implanted 
by God in the Confcience. ) 

Thus the Divine Providence punifhed the 
affected Blindnefs- of the Mind with a moft 
horrible corporeal Blindnefs, in the Face of the 
whole World! + 


+ This Thought is moft elegantly and nervoufly exprefled 
by an eminent Poet, in a fimilar Cafe, thus. 


For fo God would (and juftly too, no doubt) 

That he, who in his Soul had clean put out 

Th’ immortal Lamp of all Religious Light, 
Should have his Eyes put out, fhould lofe his Sight ; 
And that his Body fhould be outward Blind, 

As inwardly, in holy Things, his Mind! 


H'2 Milton. 
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Milton. 


What could be a greater Glory and Ornament 
to our Country, than Liberty reftor’d to, the 
People in their Civil Concerns, as alfo to, the 


pure Worfhip of God? 
Anfwer. 


Notable Liberty of the People truly in that 
Kingdom, where their moft gracious Sovereign, 
vanquifhed in the Field of Battel by rebellious 
Traitors, is deliver’d over, firft to Prifon, and 
afterwards to Death!. The mournful Subjects, 
in the mean Time, in vain lamenting their un- 
fortunate Sovereign, harafied with all Injuries 
by a more than Dog-like Malice, and at laft per- 
fecuted to Death by his mercilefs Adverfaries, by 
a truely diabolical Madnefs and Fury ! 

A noble Reftitution of Divine Worfhip, an 
utter Violation of the Divine Order of Epifcopacy! 
And a total Abolition of the Lord’s Prayer, and 
Book of Pfalms, which conftitute {6 ereat a 
Share in the Service of God, in the Churches! 
An Abolition deteftable and execrable through 
all Ages! : 


VI. Doéfor George Bates’s Account of Milton, iz 
bis Treatife, entitled, Elenchus Motuum 
Nuperorum; or, 4 Summary.View of the Late 
Commotions ia England. London, 1660. 


They [the Regicides] employ the mercenary 
Pen of the Son of a certain Scrivener, one MG/ton, 
from a mufty Pedant, vampt intoanew Secretary, 
whofe chief T'alent lay in Satyrs and Libels, his 
Tongue being dipped in ‘the blackeft and bafett 
Venom; 
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Venom: This Man they employ to forge an 
Eiconoclafiian, oF Image-breaking, and by his 
{piteful and malicious Wit to publifh a Defence 
of the King’s Murder againtt Salmafius. 


VII. Doéfor Skinner’s Account of Milton, in his 
Treatife, entitled, Motus Compofiti,; or, Te 
Comimotions Settled. London, 1676. 


What Pity it was, that that bold Orator, or 
rather Bagpiper, Milton, was out of the. Way at 
the fhametul Obfequies of the Traytors! That the 
fame Hand, which (reproaching all Kings in 
Latin) vindicated the Party, and juftify’d in 


writing the Crimes of the Parricides, now might 


(though a furly-lookt School-Matter) . have ei- 
ther made a funeral Oration for the Dead, or 
fung their Praifes in Hanging. Elegies : His 
Poetry furpaffing his Oratory, efpecially when 
he treated of fuch monjftrous Subjecis. 7 

VIll. Ar. 


+ The Doétor, when he mentions Monffrous Subjedse 
without doubt alludes to the grofs Defcriptions of impailible 
and incorporeal Spirits, with which Milton every where 

ollutes the Imagination of his Readers, as well as debafes 
his Subject = For it mu be remember’d, that when Dr. 
Shinner wrote, the 4a of Milron’s Glory was not com- 
menc’d; the People of his Age being not fo complaifantas to 
imagine, Mi/ron’s compiling a Poem from the Writings of 
others, or even fuppofing he was the Author of it himfelf 
(which yet, impartially confider’d, is no other than a con- 
fufed Medley of Images facred and profane, ludicrous and 
ferious, real and fictitious: A deteftable Combination. of 
Ideas ! highly unbecoming the Majefty of Almighty God, 
and the Honour of Chriftian Religion! This certainly 1s the 
Opinicn of the late celebrated Monfieur Ro/lin, the great Dr. 
Bentley, and the learned and judicious Mr. Clarke of Hull, 
three as eminent Criticks as any now living, concerning that 
famous Burlefque of Sacred Hiftory) fufficient to counter- 
ballance the infinite Damage occafion’d by Three pernicious 
and deftruCtive Libels, compofed and publifhed by the iame 
Author, [ mean, his impious Vindication of King Charles’s 
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VIII. Mr. Winftanley’s Account of Milton, ts 
bis Lives of the Englith Poets. London 1687, 


Fobn Milton was one, whofe natural Parts 
might defervedly give him a place amongft the 
principal of our Engli/b Poets, having written 
two Heroick Poems, and a Tragedy ; namely, 
Paradife Lo, Paradife Regained, and Samfon 
Agonijies. * But his Fame is gone out like a 

Candle 


Murder, his execrable Piece, entitled Jconoclafes, and ano- 
ther Brat of equal Infamy, called, The Tenure of Kings 
and Moagiffrates, in which he no lefs impudently than wick- 
edly afferts the Lawfulnefs of the horrid and monftrous 
Doétrine of King-killing. 


* When Mr. Winftanely wrote in this Manner, we may 
be abfolutely certain, he was entirely ignorant (as well as 
the Reft of Mankind) of Milton’s unbounded Plagiarilms ; 
otherwife we have good Reafon to believe, he would not 
have been backward in taking notice of them. For my 
Part, I fincerely believe, that Mi/ton has the fame Claim. to 
Invention (the principal Jewel of the poetical Crown) in 
‘compofing thefe three Poems mentioned by Winftanely, 
(the Difpofition and Conftru€tion of them alone excepted) 
that Mr. Sandys, Mr. Dryden, and Mr. Pope have in their 
Englifh Verfions of Ovid, Virgil, and Homer. ‘The chief 
Difference betwixt M:/ton and them feems to confit in this 
Circumftance, that what they tranflated from one Greeh, and 
two Latin Originals, the cther compiled from a great Variety 
in many Languages. This is my Opinion fincerely, let others 
think as they Will. 

The excellent Mr. Sandys, befides Ovid, has favour’d the 
Learned World with an Englje Tranflation of a noble 
Tragedy of the incomparable Grotius, entitled Chrifus 
Paticns. Milton has tranflated the Baptifes of Buchanan, a 
very elegant Performance alfo. Let the Comparifon be made 
betwixt thefe two Englifo Verfions when it will, Mr. Sandys's 
T believe will be found to be the exacteft and moft elegant 
of the two. They differ indeed in one material Circum- 
fiance, namely, Gratitude and Integrity; as Mr. Sandys ine 
genuoully confeffes his Performance to be a Tranflation only, 
while Milton publifhed his Verfion of the Baptifies as an Ori- 
ginal Work of his: own. As the Mafters thefe two 
Gentlemen ferved were widely different, in like manner we 
perceive by this Inftance the Servants were fo too. 
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Candle in a Snuff, and his Memory will always 
tink, which might have ever lived in honours 
able Repute, had he not been a notorious Tray- 
tor, and moft impioufly and villanoufly bely’d 


that Blefled Martyr, King Charles the Firlt. 


IX. Mr. Langbaine’s Account of Milton, in his 
Lives of the Englifh Dramatick Poets. Lon- 
don, 1691. 


Sohn Milton, an Author that lived in the 
Reign of King Charles the Martyr. Had his 
Principles been as good as his Parts, he had 
been an Excellent Perfon; but his Demerits to- 
wards his Sovereign have very much fullied his 
Reputation. He has writ feveral Pieces both 
in Profe and Verfe; and amongft others twa 
Dramas, of which we fhall firft give Account. 


X. Mr. Alexander Fyfie’s Account of Milton, 
in bis Tragedy, entitled, The Royal Martyr. 
' Edinburgh, 1713. 


‘Thus far: Salmafius’s Antagonift Milton, who. 
after all his Virulency both in Verfe and Profe 
againit Salmafius, has at laft told us, that he got 
an Hundred Jacobufes from King Charles the 
Second, when in his Exile, for writing that 
Defenfio Regia pro Carolo primo. But he has for- 
got to tell us, That he himfelf got a Thoufand 
Pounds Sterling from the Regicides and Ufurpers, 
for writing his wicked Jconoclajfles. And if Au- 
thors are to be rewarded conform to the Bulk or 
Merit of their Performances, thofe who are ac- 
quainted with thefe two Books, may ealily 
judge which of the Authors deferved moft. Be- 
fides, that every one is left to his own Charity,. 
to 


(56 ie 3 
to believe, if WG/ton’s being ftruck Blind, wag 
not a Judgment from God, for his writing that. 
Lconoclafies, as is more fully related in his Life, 


4 : i 
XI. du Account of Milton, extraéted from thé 
Liiftory of the King-Killers. Wondon, 1720, 


John. Milton, poetical pernicious Rebel, was 
born in, Broad-Street, in London, on the goth’ of 
September, 1608, being the Son of Fohn Milton, 
a Scrivener in’ the fame Street, his Mother’s 
Name Sarch, of the Family of the Bradhaws. 
This - obn was educated at St. Paul’s-School; 
and thence at 15 Years of Age fent to Chrift- 
College at Cambridge, where he would fit up till 
Midnight at his Study. By this his indefatigable 
Labour he advanc’d in Learning, writ feveral 
Poems; paraphras’d fome of Davia’s Pfalms, and- 
perform’d his Collegiate and Academical Exer- 
cifes.. When’ he had taken the Degrees in Arts,- 
he left the Univerfity of his own Accord, as his 
Friends pretend; but others fay he was expelPd 
for Mifdemeanors. Then retiring to his Fa~ 
thér’s Houfe in. the Country, he fpent fome 
time in turning over Lasix and Greek Authors, 
and fometimes repairing to London, to be ine: 
{truéted in Mathematicks and Mufick, in which’ 
laft he improv’d fo far, as to be able to come 
pofe a Song, or Leffon. After Five Years {pent: 
in this manner, his Mother being dead, he tra=: 
vell’d into Italy, in the Year 1638, In his Way 
he was’ at Paris, but’ not liking that Place, he 
Went to Geneva, perhaps to improve himfelf in’ 
Calvimifiical Notions of Rebellion: ’ Thence he 
proceeded to fee all the Chief Cities of Italy, 
and then return’d into England, having {pent . 
a Year and Three Months in his Travels. - In‘ 


Londou 
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+ orton he fettled in an Houle in St. Bride’s 
Church-yard, near bleet-street, and the Rebel- 
lion foon after breaking out, Milton fided with 
the Faétion, and being a Man of Parts was 
therefore more capable than another to do Mif- 
chief, efpecially by his Pen, as fufficiently ap- 
pears by thofe Things he publifhed: At firft 
he was a Prefbyterian, and a moft virulent Op- 
pofer of Prelacy, the eftablifhed Eeclefiaftical 
Difcipline, and Clergy. Soon after he fet on 
Foot, and maintained very odd and unchriftian 
Pofitions concerning Divorce, and then taking 
part with the Independents, he advanc’d in his 
Antimonarchical. Ptinciples, a bitter Enemy to 
King Charles the Firft; and at length arriv’d 
to that monftrous and unparallel’d Height of 
profligate _Impudence; as in print to juftity the 
moft execrable Murder of his Rightful Sove- 
reign. For fuch good Services he was made 
Latin Secretary to the Parliament, and then be-. 
came a Commonwealth’s Man, a great Hater of 
all that look’d towards a fingle Perfon, anda vile 
Repreacher of the Univerfities, Scholaftical De- 

rees, Decency, and Uniformity in the Church. 
When Oliver Cromwel afcended the ‘Lheone, che 
forgot all his C smmonwealth-Principles, and 
Averfion to a fingle Perfon, for he only hated 
the Right, and became Levin Secretary .to that 
Ufurper, wherein he prov'd very ferviceable to 
him. / 

When the Independents had got the King in- 
to their Hands, and the Prefbyterians in {pight 
began to clamour againit them, he then pub- 
lith’d a moft infamous Libel, call’d, The Tenure 
of Kings and Magiftrates , proving, that it is 
lawful, 8c. to call to an account a Tyrant oF 
King, and after due Correction to depofe and 

put 
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put him to Death, &c. London, 1649-50. Such 
an hellifh Author was this, to affert in Print 
the Right of Subjects to murder their Sovereigns | 
Having committed that Murder on his Per- 
fon, he alfo endeavoured to deftroy that Prince’s 
Reputation, by Writing another virulent Libel, 
entitled, Iconoclaftes, being an Anfwer to his Mas 
jefty’s Book, called Eicon Ba/iliké. Salmafius, a 
Profeflor in Holland, having publithed a Book - 
he call’d Defenfio Regia pro Carolo primo, Rege 
Angle, in Vindication of that Murder’d Mo- 
narch, Alton anfwer’d him in a moft traiterous 
Manner; but it pleas’d God to ftrike him Blind, 
before the Work was finifh’d ; and as Blind he 
was in his Soul as Body, for he never repented 
of all his Villainies. 

Yet this highly applauded Poet, and moft in- 
famous Traytor, and on that account the more 
cry’d up by his wicked Brethren, was fuffer’d af. 
ter the Reftoration to die undifturbed in his 
Houfe at Bunbill, near London, of a Fit of the 
Gout, on the 9th of November, 1674, and was 
buried, with his Father, in St, Giles’s, Cripple- 


gale. 


XII. Mr. Bevil Higgons’s Account of Milton, 
in his Short View of Englith Lijftory., London, 
1724. 


In this Number [thofe who were excepted in 
the Act of Indemnity, paft at the Reftoration 
of King Charles the Second] we find Hugh Pe- 
vers, who being half-Buffoon, and half-Mad- 
man, feem’d a much greater Object of Mercy 
than Milton, who was fav’d for fome Reafongs 
J could never hear. This wicked Perfon had un- 
doubtedly an equal Hand in the King’s Blood 

3 . with 
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with the Judges themfelves, who pafs’d the Sen- 
tence; if Writing in Juftification of a Crime 
may be reckon’d a Guilt: The latft Offence has 
this Ageravation in it, of not only endeavour- 
ing to wipe away the Blacknefs and Odium of 
the Crime, but to exhort an Imitation of the 
Example. However, he found fo much Refpect 
to his Parts and Learning, as to be only inca- 

acitated from bearing any Office during Life. 
After the King’s Murder, he loft his Sight; it 
feeming equitable that he himfelf fhould want 
Eyes, who, by the dazzling Light of a falfe 
Rhetorick in his impious Writings, had blind- 
ed fo many of his deluded Countrymen, and 
led them into the Ditches of Error, Schifm, 
and Rebellion. : 


XIU. Mr. Aaron Hill’s Fudgment of Milton, m 
his Letters lately publifhed. 


To Mr. Rk 


n May 29, 1738. 
Dear Sir, 


I return you the two Volumes of Milton's 
profe Writings, without having been able to 
break through them, tho’ I ftruggled (with a 
ten times repeated refolution) to make way 
againft the points and the hardneffes, which 
have made him impregnable to my patience. _ 

What a prodigious Enthufiafm has Poetry ? 
that can lift a Man out of himfelf! Who could 
dream of the Paradife Lof, among the dry and 
coarfe profe of its Author? What a Rapture 
and Greatnefs in the Poem! What a Meannefs 
and Malice in the Difcourfes! There was never 
any Thing fo like Milton, as the Devil he de- 

: l2 {cribes 
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fcribes in his Poetry! poffeffing the Strength 
and Harmony of Heaven, with a iil that car- 
ried Hell in its purpofes ! 

I am not able to pardon, much lefs am I cap- 
able of admiring him. Jam fhocked in every 
Page bya fucceffion of the moft virulent Fana-_ 
ticifms. 1 find him a Hater of Power, only 
becaufe born under a neceffity of obeying it. 
What a Difference between Harrington and him } 
one, regarding found Principles, overlook’d but 
the Seafon, and the Subject, he would have 
worked on improperly; whereas the other had 
no Ground, no Foundation for natural Liberty ; 
but indulging a licentious Independency on Re- 
Jigion, on Manners, or ‘Policy, was for pulling 
down Authority, tillit came to his Level; that 
his Anger might have nothing to fear, nor his 
Pride a Superior to flatter. 

Add to all, that his Style is intolerable: He 
is affected, fuperficial, and crabbed: There is 
a Malignance of Naturein his Thoughts, and 
a Depravity of Manners in his Expreffions ; in 
fhort, he is Selfifh, Arrogant, and Revengeful, 
Conceited, Sophiftical, and Odious. . 

How much kinder had it been in Mr. To- 
Jand,-and our late Reverend Editor, [Dr. Bzrch] 
to have permitted him to fleep in his Duft? 
They have gather’d his Fragments together, 
like the Limbs of fome Sinner, at the Refur- 
rection, which are only reftor’d to be damn’d, 
and might have been fafe, if they could haye 
enjoyed their Obfcurity. 

- Iam _ neverthelefs obliged to you, however, 
for fending me the Book; and mutt fay of it, 
-as the Blackamore did to the Midwife, when 
fhe fhew’d him his Wife’s new-born Boy, ‘* ft 
| * came 
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€© came out of a Place that I Jove, and if it was 
* not fo ugly, I could kis i.” 

Would to God, you had half as much Health, 
as Milton had Malice! If I knew a better Wifh, 
you fhould have it, from 


Dear Sir, 
Your moft affectionate 
Humble Servant, 
A. Hill. 


Such is Milton! Let us now, by way of Con- 
traft, take a view of that excellent Prince, 
whom that Son of Calumny has fo malicioufly af- 
perfed with his unhallowed Breath; that we may 
be able to form a right Judgment, which of 
the two alternatives feems moft probable, namely, 
whether the King was guilty of Plagiarifm, 
in transferring a Prayer from Sir Philip Sidney’s 
Arcadia into his Devotions; or Milton of a 
falfe Accufation, inbringing fuchaCharge againft 
the King, and confequently of the blackeft Act 
of Forgery that ever was committed. 


XIV. A Comprehenfive, tho’ Compendious 
Character of the late Royal Martyr, King 
Charles the Firft, of ever-blefjed Memory, de- 
lineated by one of the moft Eminent Divines 


of the Church of England. * 
He was a David, a Saint, a King, but never 


a Shepherd, Some of all the Royal Blood in 
Chriftendom 


* Doctor South, 
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Chriftendom ran in his Veins ; thatisto fay, many 
Kings went into the Compofition of this One 
Potentate: Tiis Education and Ineprovements were 
commenfurate to his Extraction: He was> accu- 
rate in all the recommending Excellencies of 
human Accomplifoments , able to deferve, had he 
not inherited a Kingdom: Of fo controuling a 
Genius, that in every Science he attempted, he 
did not fo much /izdy as reign, and appeared 
not only a Proficient, but a Prince. 

His own Performances make good this Af- 
fertion, and {peak him as much an Orator, 
as a Monarch. Thefe are compos’d with fuch 
an uninterrupted, and unfailing Accuracy; fuch 
a commanding, maje/lic Pathos, as if they had 
been written, not with a Pex, but with a Scepter. 
As it is hard to counterfeit the Spirit of Ma- 
Jefty, and the. inimitable Peculiarities of an in- 
communicable Genius and Condition; fo are 
fome of. his. Works ridiculoufly imputed to 
others; they did not write them, becaufe they 
could not. 

At the Council-Board, he had the Ability (ill 
to give himfelf the de Counfel, but the un- 
happy Mode/ly to difide in it: Indeed, his only 
fault , for Modefty is a Paradox. in Maefty, and 
Humility a Solecif{min Supremacy. | 

Look we next upon his Piety and unparallel’d 
Virtues; tho’, without an Abfurdity, ‘it may be 
afirm’d, that his very Endowments of Nature 
were fupernatural: So pious was he, that had 
Others meafur’d their Obedience to Him, by his 
Obedience to God, he had been the moft ab/o- 
lute Monarch in the World: As eminent for 
frequenting the Temple, as Solomon for building 
One: Sofirm to the Proteftant Caufe, that tho* 
he convers’d in the Midft of Temptation, in 
| | the 
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the very Bofom of Spain; and tho? France lay 
in His; yet could nothing fhake him, but that 
he efpous’d the Cau/e of Religion, even more than 
his beloved Queen. 

Fie fitted every Way the Title under which he 
was pray’d for. Hecould defend his Religion as 
a King , difpute for it as a Divine; and die for i¢ 
as a Martyr. 

This eminent Piety of his was adorn’d with thé 
whole Train of moral Virtues. His Temperance was 
fo great and impregnable, amidft all thefe Al: 
lurements, with which the Courts of Kings are 
apt to melt, even the moftfoical and refolv’d 
Minds, that he did, at the fame Time,y both 
éeach and upbraid the Court; fo that it was not 
{o much their own Vice, as his Example, that ren- 
der’d their Debauchery inexcufable. Look ovet 
the whole Liftof our Kiags, and take in the Kings 
of J/rael to boots and Who ever kept the Bond 
of Conjugal Affection fo inviolate? David. was 
chiefly eminent for repenting in this Matter; 
Charles for needing no Repentance ¢ None ever ap- 
pear’d of greater Fortitude of Mind, which was 
more refplendent in the Conquett. of himfelf; 
and in thofe miraculous Inftances of paffive Va- 
lour, than if he had ftrew’d the Field with all the 
Rebels Armies; and to the Juftnefs of his own 
Caufe, had join’d the Succefs of theirs; and yet 
withal fo meek, fo gentle, fo merciful, and that 
even to a Cruelty to himfelf, that, if ever the 
Lion and the Lamb dwelt together, if ever Cou- 
rage and Meekne/s were united, it was in thé 

Breaft of this Royal Perfon. 


This, in my Judgment, is a true and exact 
Picture of the King,- and tho’ feemingly a very 
extraordinary one, and highly finifhed by a 
matterly 
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mafterly Hand, no ways éxtended béyond the 


Life; whence we may eafily infer, who was the. 


unjutt Accufer, and who was unjuftly Accufed, 
betwixt Milton and his Majetty. 

The King’s Abilities were fuch, that he need- 
~ed not, and fuch his Integrity, that he would 
not, clandeftinely or ungeneroufly, add fome 
Cubits to his Stature, by mounting himfelf on 
borrowed Crutches; or, by imping his Wings 
with exotic Plumes, attempt to heighten the 


Flight of hisdevout Raptures, and pious Exer- 


cifesn fo that Milton’s Charge of Plagiarifm 
avaintt his Majefty, appears as ; unreafonable and: 
ill erounded, as it is wicked and calumnious. 

So much for Milton’s’ Forgery; as a political 
Writer, and the unfaireft and moft ungenerous, 
I believe, that ever wrote: 

As for his Plagiarifms, I intend fhortly, God 
willing, to extract. fuch genuine Proofs from 
thofe “Authors, who RC forth the Lighted, 
Torch to Melton, | mean, who illuftrated the 
Subject of Paradife Loft, long before that Prince 


of Plagiaries enter’d upon it, as may be deem’d 


fafficient not only to replace the few Interpola- 
tions, (for which I have. been fo hideoufly ex- 
claimed again{t) but even to reinforce the Char 
ef Plagiarifm againft the Engli/h Poet, mi 
it upon him by irrefragable Conviction, in the 
Face of the whole World, and by the Suffrage 
ef all candid and impartial Judges, while Sum 
and Moon fhall endure, to the everlafting Shame 
and Confufion of the whole idolatrous Rabble 
of his numerous Partizans, particularly my vain~ 
glorious Adverfary, who will reap only the 
goodly Harveft of Difappointment and Difgracey 
where he expected to gather Laurels, 
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